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UFOs AND SCIENCE FRIENDS OR FOES ? 
( Gu e st Edi tori al by Fran k Gi l l espi e) 

Somewhere around the year 1950, a well known Adelaide physicist publicly announced that 
no such thing as ball lightning could exist; that it was a contradiction in terms, and an 
impossible concept. About 5 years later, that same physicist publicly ridiculed a spec­
tacular UFO sighting report, saying that it was obviously ball lightning, and nothing to 
make a fuss about. During those 5 years, nothing had happened to make ball lightning any 
more respectable as physics; but apparently, even an impossible concept was preferable to 
the idea of an extraterrestrial spaceship. I wonder if this is the only time that a new 
branch of science became respectable, just because of the advent of an even more disreput­
able idea! Certainly there is nothing very scientific about ball lighting; it cannot be 
produced in the laboratory, nor can it be predicted so that it can be studied in the wild. 
The only reasonable theory on the nature of ball lightning - that it is plasma confined in 
a self-generated magnetic bottle - will no longer hold water {or plasma}; because topolo­
gists have now proved that a ball-shaped magnetic bottle must leak. In spite of this, re­
search into ball lightning is now respectable, and as such, eligible for funding and sup­
port by governments and scientific bodies. Research into UFOs is not respectable, and yet 
there are many thousands more witnesses for the reality of UFOs, than for the reality of 
ball lightning. 

What is it about UFOs that makes them so unacceptable to science? There is, of course, 
some resemblance to such phenomena as ghosts and poltergeists, min-min lights and banshees, 
the weird things that people sometimes report, obviously believing almost against their 
will; but this resemblance is purely superficial- These things are invariably associated 
with a particular locality, and often with particular people; while UFOs are fairly evenly 
distributed world wide, and they are reported by all manner of people in all manner of cir­
cumstances. No doubt UFOs are, by some, likened to spiritualistic phenomena; but there is 
no real similarity. Spiritualism is, according to its adherents, a reproducible phenomenon, 
available on call to certain gifted people. UFO events are certainly not on call, and far 
from reproducible. Some UFO investigators believe that UFOs are like psi phenomena - gen­
erated entirely by our minds. If that is the case, then what happened in 1947 to change the 
way human minds work? Before that date, UFOs, if they existed at all, were about as rare as 
ball lighting; apart from a spate of small objects which pestered planes in the closing 
stages of World War II. A favourite ploy of UFO debunkers is the assignment of puzzling 
cases to "unknown natural atmospheric phenomena". Even ball lightning can't possibly exp­
plain some UFO events, but let's not worry about that - just invent something even more ex­
otic - ANYTHING, as long as it does not involve extraterrestrial intelligence. 

"Extraterrestrial intelligence" - there we have it! That is the forbidden subject, the 
great taboo that keeps UFOs from becoming respectable. It is so obvious, from the very 
nature of UFO events, and from the patterns of occurrence, both geographical and temporal, 
that there must be intelligence behind them. After 33 years of UFO reports, it is also 
obvious that the·intelligence involved is not terrestrial. It seems that the concept of 
extraterrestrial intelligence is as abhorrent {particularly to scientists} as once were 
those of the round earth, the heliocentric solar system, and the evolution of man. Perhaps 
this abhorrence is, to some extent, caused by the crackpot types, who receive much publicity 
when they ascribe just about everything to the activities of Venusians or Pleiadeans; and 
by the blatant frauds who write numerous books about their contact experiences. Perhaps 
some people are unwilling to accept that man is not unique as God's creation, and even more 
unwilling to admit that man could be in any way inferior to another race. With regard to 
scientists, I am sure that the major reason is conceit - a know-it-all smugness - that cur­
rent scientific knowledge cannot possibly be wrong; incomplete, yes, but never wrong. This 
attitude pervades the scientific ranks, despite the well established track record for sci­
ence, where today's impossibility is tomorrow's way of life! 

I am tempted to say that, because of this attitude, science is today in an abnormally un­
healthy state; but it is not so. The historical records show that it was ever thus, and 
that new science or knowledge which upset the old order rarely gained ready acceptance, and 
never when any religious beliefs were involved. Human nature changes little, and the de­
voted extraterrestrial intelligence unbeliever can defend his position with as much fervour 
and blind obstinacy as any Spanish Inquisitor; and he can be just as wrong. The day will 
come when the truth prevails, and then everybody will know whether extraterrestrials are 
visiting us or not. That day could become very much closer, if more and more scientists 
would set prejudice or apathy aside, and actively and openly, join the ranks of those who 
are seeking the truth.l 
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THE AUSTRALIAN CENTRE FOR UFO STUDIES 

NOTICE OF NEW MANAGEMENT 

Due to increas ing family and busines s commitments ACUFOS co- ordinators Harry 

Griesberg and Keith Basterfield s tepped down in September . Hence ACUFOS' 

previous official addres s at Gosford, NSW ,  will no longer be us ed. 

ACUFOS' new management is in the hands of Bill Chalker, Frank Gillespie and 

Vladimir Godic . B ill will handle research, Frank the scientific side and 

Vladimir adminis tration. The new official addres s  for ACUFOS is: 

PO Box 229 

Prospect 

South Australia 5082 

The new Editor of the ACUFOS J ournal is Frank Gilles pie. Becaus e of increas ­

ing costs the s ubscription rate for this publication i s  now $10 in Aus tralia 

and A$ 12.00 overs eas (this is only the s econd price rise in 7 years ). 

All ACUFOS publications are now available from the Arcturus Book Service 

which is our official overs eas outlet . For further details s ee "Reference 

Library" - this is s ue . 

ACUFOS. 

In Aus tralia all documents are available direct from 

John Prytz's "Mas ter B ibliography" Document which, when completed, will list 

3 to 4 ,000 items is almost completed and should be available by the end of ( 
1982. 

The national UFO Conference No.7 s pons ored by ACUFOS will be held in Tasmania 

in early February, 1983. 

As in the pas t ACUFOS will continue to liaise with overseas organisations 

and individuals with s imilar aims and objectives. 

Any enquiries regarding ACUFOS are invited - pleas e write to our new official 

addres s . l 
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AUSTRALIA'S FIRST ABDUCTION EVENT ? 
B Y  KEITH B ASTERFIE L D  
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Ea rl i e r  th i s  yea r U FO RAN Ass i stant E d i to r, 
Pony Ba renson , a nd  I we re contemplat i n g eo­
w r i t i n g  an  a rt i cle explo r i n g Aust ralia ' s  
appa rent la ck of a b d uct i on events .  Todate , 
non e a re known to have occu r red i n  th i s  
count ry desp i te many su ch repo rts coming in 
from ove rseas. Howe ve r ,  l i ttle d i d  we real­
i ze at the t i me that we had been  beaten to 
the d raw fo r an  abduct i on case , i n volv i n g 
two young men , sa i d  to have occu r red nea r 
Po rt L i n coln , South Austral i a ,  i n  Octobe r ,  
1981, i s  only now slowly be i n g un cove red . 

This sho rt repo rt w i ll p resent p rel i m i n ­
a ry details only . I nvest i gat i ons a re st i ll 
unde rway. At the moment I have spoken to 
one of the repo rte rs by  telephone an d co r­
responded  with both - commun i cat i on is slow 
b e cause one 1 i ves on a station (la rge p ro­
pe rty ) nea r B roken Hil 1, New South Wales 
( N SW ) , a n d  the othe r is wo rkin g i n  Mt l sa ,  
Queensla n d .  

THE STORY 

Two young  men , Mess rs J & P (they wish 
to rema i n  anonymous fo r the moment ) we re 

(UFORA N Co rresponden t S.A .) 

tr avell i ng from B roken Hill to Po rt Lin coln 
in M r  J's 1966 Holden Sedan. F rom Po rt 
Lin coln they intended  d riv i ng up to Alice 
S p rings i n  the No rthern Te r rito ry. 

On Octobe r 24 , 1981, they left Adela i de 
at abo ut 8 a . m .  b ut had  ca r t rouble which 
slowed them down , conseq uently they reached 
Whyalla a round  9.30-10 p.m . Because the 
town had  closed down fo r the n i ght they de­
c i ded to cont i n ue on thei r way . 

J ust a few m i n utes outs i de Whyalla Mr P 
yelled to M r  J to stop the vehicle fo r he  
had seen a blue "fla re" l i ght i n  the sky to 
his left (south -east towa rds the Spen ce r 
Gulf ) . They stopped and  both saw a second  
lig ht shoot out f rom beneath the first . 
This secon d  1 i g ht moved a round and  flew up  
an d down g ull i es and  hills befo re stopping 
in one pa rt i cula r g ully. 

The witn esses watched  fo r a wh i le befo re 
setting off again . Both talked about wh at 
they h a d  see n. Sho rtly M r  J felt like stop­
p i n g a gain a nd  says what happened next i s  
h a rd to explain b ut recalls "drifting off" 
i nto a white endless spa ce , he knew he was 
the re , b ut couldn't move . A ' 'thing "  walked 
up  the road an d stoppe d  in f ront of him , all 
he co uld see was p a rt of an entity o r  fig u re 
which looked like i t  wo re a n  ancient Roman 
su i t  a n d  stood fo r a wh i le before vanishing .  
M r  J "woke up"  a nd  sat q uietly until event­
ually Mr P asked , "wh at h appened" ? Mr J 
recollects th at i t  was nea r dayl i ght , so 
they d rove on . He felt 1 ike he had  not 
sle pt fo r a week. 

M r  P appa rently recalls walking into a 
b i g  white room and  also h as vague recollec­
t i ons of an  ent i ty seen as an outline, 
stan din g some 1 5  met res f rom the ca r .  

This is whe re the sto ry c u r rently e n ds . l  

Bill Chalker recently spoke to Mr Noel Martin, of Wollongong {NSW}, who 
has established the company "UFO Discovery '82" to attempt to salvage a 
UFO he, an� his fam�ly, saw sink off the coast near Wollongong 25 years 
ago. To f1nance th1s attempt Mr Martin hopes to raise $250,000. Mr 
M�rtin vividly r�members the distressed, fiery, craft circling before it 
f1nally crashed 1nto the water and is adamant that it was not a meteorite. 
Further developments, when available, will appear in a future UFORAN. 
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Maatsuyker Island Report B Y  KEITH ROB ERTS (TU FOIC ) 

Of.J.aa t suyker 
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Ma a t s u Y k e r  I s l an d  i s  s i t u a t e d  13 km sou t h  of 

the T a smani an M a in l and and is t h e  s e con d  

l a r� e s t o f  t h e  M a a t s u Y k e r  � ro u P  of f i v e  i s ­

l an d s . I t  c ov e rs s om e  200 h e c t a re s , t h e  

hi�h e s t  Point b e in� 300 me t re s  a b o v e  s e a  

l e v e l , an d i t s  v e �e t a t ion i s  ma in l Y coa s t a l 

s c r u b , t e a  t r e e , M e l a l e u c a  an d B ank s i a . 

M a a t s u Y k e r  I s l an d  i s  inh ab i t e d  b Y  l i� h t ­

h ou s e m e n  an d t h e i r  f am i l i e s  and i s  t h e  

sou t h e rnmos t l �h thou s e  i n  A u s t ra l i a . I t  i s  

l an d f a l I f o r  s h i P s  m a k in� f o r  Hob a rt f rom 

t h e  w e s t  and i s  t h e  on l Y  mann e d s t a t i on on 

t h e  sou t h e rn and w e s t e rn coas t s  o f  T a sman i a  

wh i ch a r e un inh ab i t e d  f o r  a d i s t anc e o f  240 

km . Th e l i� h t ho u s e wh i c h  s t an d s  17 me t r e s  

h i�h ' a n d  w a s  e re c t e d  i n  1890 , i s  s i t u a t e d  

on t h e  s ou t h-we s t  c o rne r o f  the i s l an d  o v e r­

l oo k in� t h e  N e e d l e s roc k s . 

T h e U FO s i� h t in� s a t  M a a t s u Y k e r  o c c u r r e d  

ma in l Y  d u r in� t h e  1965 t o  1966 t ime P e r io d  

t ho u � h  t h r e e  ot h e r  r e P o r t s t oo k  P l a c e  d u r­

in� 19 73 , 1978 and 1979 . 

Th e re i s  no r e co rd now o f  h ow t h e  1965 

s i�ht in� s , whi c h  w e re r e P o rt e d  in t h e  Hob a r t 

"Me r c u r y " , M arch 5 ,  1966 , c ame t o  TU FO I C ' s 

a t t ent ion . O u r  inf o rm a t ion wh i ch i s  of a 

r a t h e r  s k e t c h Y  na t u re r e l a t e s  the e xP e r i enc­

e s  o f  Re l i e f  Ke e P e r  J . F . T h om P s on .  I n  

TU FO I C' s f i l e s the re i s  a l e t t e r  f rom t h e  

Re� iona l Cont ro l I e r ,  D e P a rtment o f  S h i P P in� 

an d T rans P o r t  < T a sman i a) ,  d a t e d  10 / 2 / 67 ,  

r e t u rn in� o u r q u e s t ionna i re f rom H e a d  Ke e P e r 

F .  A rms t ron� . J ohn Re Yno l d s o f  V i c t o r i a  

� a v e  TU FO I C  � re a t  a s s i s t an c e  i n  19 75 wh en 

he w a s  emP l oy e d  bY the De P a rtment of T rans­

Port in Hob a rt .  H i s he l P  re s u l t e d  in con­

t a c t  b e in� m a de w i t h  s ome of t h e  w i tne s s e s  

t o  the e v ent s o f  a d e c a d e  e a r l i e r  and t h e i r  

w r i t t en d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  s i�h t in�s , ma d e  a t  

t h e  t ime , w e r e  a d d e d  t o  TU FO I C' s f i l e s .  

D u r in� f o l l ow-u P  inv e s t i�at ions into t h e s e  

s i�ht in� s t h e  19 73 c a s e  w a s  uncov e re d  whi l s t 

two ot h e r  s i�h t in� s  w e re r e Port e d  d i r e c t t o  

TUFO I C  in 1978 and 1979 , t h e  l a t t e r  b e in� 

t e l e P hone d in as it occ u r r e d .  

I nv e s t i � a t ions int o t h e  o r i� ina l s i� h t in� s  

a P P e a r  to h a v e  b e en mos t l Y  v e rb a l in c h a ra c­

t e r  w i t h  l i t t l e  P a P e r-wo r k  b e in� und e rt a k en .  

Th e 1965 c a s e s  w e re w e  I I k nown a t  t h e  t ime 

b u t  not , i t  s e ems , we I I doc ument e d .  M u c h  of 

t h e  inf o rma t ion in t h is r e Po rt w a s  a d d e d  to 

t h e  f i l e  in 19 75 . Fo l l ow- u P  P ro c e d u re s  w i t h  

t h e  w i tne s s e s  a t  t h is s t a� e  a d d e d  l i t t l e  t o  

o u r k now l e d� e . Th e l a t e r  s i� h t in� s  w e r e in­

v e s t i� a t e d  in t h e no rm a l manne r .  

THE MAATSUYKER ISLAND SIGHTINGS 

Case 1. E a r l Y  in 1965 , two w i tne s s e s ,  F .  

A rms t ron� and J .  E dee l 1, l i�ht h ou s e  k e e P e rs 

a t  M a a t s u Y k e r ,  s aw ,  a t  10 . 30 P . m . , a b a l  I 
s h a P e d  obje c t  t h row in� of f wh i t e  l i�h t .  

Th e " b a l I "  h a d  a so l i d l oo k in� re d c ent r e  and 

ou t e r  wh i t e  b an d , it was f u zz i i Y  ou t l ine d in 

wh i t e  and i t s  d i ame t e r  was 12- 15 f e e t . The 

l i� h t t ra v e l l e d s l ow l Y f rom e a s t  t o  w e s t  

a n d  l i t UP t h e  i s l an d  l i k e  d a Y  f o r  abou t 30 

t o  40 s e cond s . T h e  next d a Y  t h e  w i tne s s e s  

c h e c k e d  t h e  h i� h  Point o f  t h e  i s l an d  ov e r  

wh i c h  t h e  obje c t  h a d  P a s s e d, o r  l an d e d ,  an d 

f ound f l a t t ene d < or s co rche d ? > ve�e t a t ion in 

i t s  l ine o f  t ra v e l .  < An ob s t r u c t ion b l oc k e d  

t h e i r v iew o f  t h e  l i� h t  a s  i t  went ov e r  t h a t 

a re a > .  
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Case 2. A s i� h t in� of A u� u s t  6, 1965 , i s  t h e  

f i rs t r e Po r t  o f  a M a a t s u Y k e r  l i�h t t o  a P P e a r  

in o u r end o f  Y e a r r e P o r t . On O c tob e r  2 ,  

1965 , H e a d  Ke e P e r  A rms t ron� w r i t e s : " I  s aw 

the s ame un i d ent i f i e d  ob je c t  a P P e a r  as re-

5 
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P o r t e d  to yo u a f ew we e k s a�o" . P rob a b l Y  

M r  A rms t r on� r e f e rs t o  t h e  a b o v e  d a t e  w i c h  

w a s  not e d  in a q u e s t ion a i re .  N o  d e t a i l s  

a re k n o wn re�a r d in� t h e  e v en t . 

Case 3. A l s o in c l u d e d  in t h e  r e p o r t  o f  

O c t o b e r  2 ,  i s  an a c coun t o f  ano t h e r  s i�h t in� 

bY Mr A rms t ron� : 

"On S a t u r d a Y n i�h t t h e  25t h S e P t emb e r ,  

1965 , wh i l s t s t an d in� on t h e  b a l con Y  of t h e  

t ow e r a t  21 . 40 h rs ,  I s aw t h e  s ame un i d en t i­

f i e d  o b je c t  a P P e a r a s  r e P o r t e d  to you a f ew 

we e k s a �o .  I t  a P P e a re d  in a mo re sou t h  

sou t h -w e s t e r l Y d i re c t i o n  t h an b e f o re .  

"K e e P e rs , Vi s s e r  an d Ed�e l 1, a l on� wi t h  

M rs E d� e l 1, m Y  wi f e , two c h ild ren , a l s o re­

l i e f  k e e P e r  M c K a y , wa t c h e d  it  f o r  a b o u t 10 

t o  15 m in u t e s . I t  was t h row in� of f r e d  an d 

wh i t e  f l a s h2s . E d � e l I wa t c h e d  i t  t h r o u�h 

t h e  t e l e s coP i c  s i�h t s  of h is r i fle an d c o u l d  

s e e  i t  f l a s h in� re d f rom on e s i d e  o f  i t ,  an d 

wh i t e  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  I t  was mo v in� f rom 

r i� h t to l e f t  t h en wo u l d  �o awa Y a l t o�e t h e r  

an d r e a P P e a r  mo r e  t o  t h e  s o u t h . 

"I f i t  i s  Pos s ib l e  I wou l d  l i k e  to h a v e  

a v e ry s t ron� t e l e s coP e o f  s ome k in d  so a s  

t o  �e t a c l os e r  l ook n e x t  t ime i t  a P P e a rs .  

Th e t e l e s coP e t h a t i s  o n  t h i s  s t a t i o n  a t  

P r e s en t  is U/S . 

"MY s elf an d mY w i f e  a re q u i t e  wi l I in� t o  

a c commod a t e  anY na v a l P e rsonn e l o r  anY a u­

th o r i s e d  P e r s on t h a t  wou l d  l i k e  to come t o  

t h i s s t a t ion a n d  w i t n e s s  i t  f o r  t h ems e l v e s . 

Th e onlY t h in� i s  t h a t  t h e Y  ma Y h a v e  t o  b e  

h e r e f o r  4 t o  5 we e k s  b e f o r e  i t  re a P P e a rs 

a�a in i f  i t  e v e r doe s . 

WHITl \[NTR[ 

Sight inq of 2().9.65 (3) 
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"Th e  s h aP e  o f  i t  was l i k e  a c h i l ds s P in­

n in� t o P  w i t h  a b o u t  a 15f t  t a i l " . 

Case 4. On O c t ob e r  5 ,  1965 , " a s  I CA rms t ron� >  

l e f t  t h e  t owe r ton i�h t a t  22 . 10 h rs I ob ­

s e r v e d t h e  s ame l i�h t .  I t  c ame down o u t  o f  

t h e  s k Y  an d d i d  e x a c t l Y  t h e  s ame a s  r e P o r t e d  

in a sou t h  s o u t h-we s t e r l Y  d i r e c t ion . O b ­

s e r v e d  a l s o b Y  V i s s e r ,  M c K a Y  ( r e l i e f  k e e P e r >  

an d my wi f e .  A l s o re P o rt e d  t o  h a v e b e en s e en 

b Y  f i s h in� b o a t s  in t h e  a re a  a t  t h i s t ime" . 

Case 5. O c c u r re d  on t h e  e v en in� o f  O c tob e r  

6 ,  19 65 . "Th e s ame o b je c t  a s  r e P o r t e d  b e­

f o re was a�a in s i�h t e d  a t  2 1 . 45 h rs .  Th o s e  

o b s e r v in� i t  we re mY s e l f , f rom t h e  t owe r ,  

an d my w i f e - E d� e l 1, and h is w i f e , a t  n umb e r  

one q u a r t e rs " .  

case 6. T h e  H e a d  Ke e P e r a t  B runY a d v i s e d  of 

a P h one c a l I f rom V i s s e r ,  at  Ma a t s u Y k e r, 

re l a t in� t h e  s i�h t in� o f  an o b je c t  a ro un d  

m i dn i�h t o f  F r i d ay ,  O c t o b e r  a, 1965 . Th e o b ­

je c t  was a b r i�h t l i�h t ,  h i�h i n  t h e  s ky ,  

wh i c h  d e c end e d  s l ow l Y  a n d  f a d e d  o u t  a t  s e a  

I e v e  I .  

Case 7. "At 21 . 00 h rs CO c t o b e r 15,· 1965 > 

Ed�e l I a n d  mYs elf CA rms t r on� > s aw a v e rY 

b r i�h t l i�h t obje c t  a P P e a r in t h e  s k Y t o  t h e  

no r t h  o f  t h e  i s l an d .  I t  a P P e a re d  to b e  ro un d 

an d w i t h  a r e d  t a i l f l ame , b e h in d  i t , a b o u t  

40 f t  Ion� . I t  was t ra v e l I i n �  a t  s P e e d  an d 

d i s a P P e a re d  ov e r  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  is l and" . 

Case B. A l s o on O c t o b e r  15 , 1965 , a l i �h t ,  

l i k e  a v e rY b r i�h t s t a r ,  was s e en we s t  s o u t h ­

w e s t  o f  t h e  towe r .  I t  was f i rs t  s i�h t e d  a t  

21 . 40 h rs and o b s e r v e d  f o r a b o u t  15 min u t e s . 

Th e l i�h t wo u l d  d e P a r t into t h e  d i s t an c e , 

r i s e v e rY q u i c k l Y  in t h e  s ky ,  a n d  t h en come 

b a c k  v e ry b r i�h t . 

Case 9. A�a in on O c t o b e r  17 , 1965 , " t h is 

s ame l i�h t Cas s e en a t  2 1 . 40 h rs ,  15 . 10 . 65 >  

w a s  s e en a t  2 1 . 20 h rs,  an d was ob s e rv e d  b Y  m Y  

w i f e , do in� t h e  s ame a s  i t  d i d  on t h e  15t h 

O c t o b e r" .  

case 10. Vi s s e r ob s e rv e d a t  24. 05 h rs on 

O c t o b e r 18, 1965 , an o b j e c t  t ra v e l I in� a t  

� r e a t  s P e e d  f r om we s t  t o  s o u t h  t h en c h an� in� 

d i re c t i o n  an d �o in� f rom south to nor t h  b e­

f o r e d is a P P e a r in� f rom v iew . Th e obje c t  was 

b r i�h t wi t h  a r e d  � l ow b ehin d . P l e a s e  not e 

s k e t ch • 
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case 11. "E d�e l I r an� me CA rms t ron� > a t  

00 . 45 h rs < N o v emb e r  25 , 1965 > t o  s e e  t h e  

l i�h t s  c om i n� f rom a s o u t h e r l Y  d i re c t i o n  

o f  t h e i s l an d .  T h r e e  v e rY b r i�h t , o n e  a f ­

t e r  t h e  o t h e r ,  t h en a b r e a k  o f  a f ew 

s e c o n d s , t h en o n e  n o t s o  b r i� h t . Th i s  w e n t  

o n  f o r a t  l e as t o n e  a n d  a h a l f h o u rs an d 

a P P e a re d  t o  b e  on t h e  h o r i zon . T h e l i� h t s  

we r e  l i k e  a l i�h t h o u s e  b e am .  W i tn e s s e d  b Y  

F / M , F l u d e , E d� e l I an d m y  w i f e  an d m y s e l f " .  

case 12. I n  answe r t o  a q u e s t i on f r om 

TU FO I C ,  H e a d  K e e P e r  Arms t ro n� s t a t e d  t h a t  

t h e  l as t  s i� h t in� o f  t h e  un k n own o b j e c t 

o c c u r r e d  o n  De c emb e r  9 ,  1965 . H e  s a i d  n o  

e x P l an a t i on h a d  b e e n  f o und f o r  t h e  l i�h t s  

wh o s e  e s t im a t e d  s i z e s  w e r e : t a i l 15f t  I on� , 

h e i� h t 10 f t . A s k e t c h o f  t h e  S e P t emb e r  25 , 

l i�h t w a s  P ro v i d e d .  M r  A rms t r o n� c omm en t e d  

t h a t o t h e r  f l as h in� l i�h t s  w e re o b s e rv e d  

\tkl i c h  c o u l d h a v e  c om e  f ro m  t h e  s ame o b j e c t  

wh i c h  c o u l d  no t b e  s e en b e c a u s e  o f  h a z e  an d 

POO r V i s ib i l i t Y. 

Case 13. D e t a i l s  in TU FO I C  f i l e s f rom J . F . 

T h om P s on c o v e re d  t h r e e  r e P o r t s  in De c emb e r ,  

1965 - t h e  l as t  r e P o rt i n  t h e  s e r i e� w a s  

s ubm i t t e d  t h e  f o l l ow in� Fe b r u a rY . Th e 

t im e s  o f  t h e  s i�h t in� s  v a rie d f rom 21 . 30 t o  

23 . 30 h rs an d c on d i t i o n s  w e r e  u s u a l I Y  c l e a r  

an d t h e  e l e v a t i o n  o f  t h e  o b je c t  v a r i e d  f rom 

10 t o  90 d e � re e s . T h e  P h enomena a l w a Y s  

a P P e a re d  a s  a l i�h t o f  Y e  I l ow-wh i t e  c o l o u r  

wh i c h  mo v e d  in an i r r e � u l a r f a s h i o n  a t  

v a rY in� s P e e ds , f re q u en t l Y  b e c om in� s t a t i on­

a rY. I t s u Pw a r d  mo v ement t en d e d  to be at 

a 45° a n� l e  whi l e  i t s  d ownw a r d  mo v ement 

v a r i e d .  The l i� h t  w a s  o b s e rv e d  t h r o u �h b i­

n o c u l a rs a n d  a P P e a r e d  a l mo s t  e v e rY e v e n in� 

w h e n  c o n d i t i ons w e re c l e a r ,  b u t a P P a rent l y  

no t on S un d a Y s . T h e f i rs t  o f  T h omP s ons ' 

s i� h t in�s o c c u r re d  o n  D e c emb e r  18 , 1965 , a t  

22 . 00 h rs .  < De t a i l s  f rom M e r c u ry a rt i c l e  

o f  5 . 3 . 66 > . "F rom t h e  t ow e r I s aw o v e r 

So u t h  We s t  C a P e  t h e  l i�h t f o r wh i c h  I h a d  

b e en t o l d  t o  l o o k . I t  w a s  b r i�h t  and f o l ­

l ow in� an i r re � u l a r P a t h  wh i ch I w a t c h e d  

un t i l ,  seve r a l m in u t e s  l a t e r ,  i t  v i s ib I Y  

c h an� e d  c o u rs e  and b e�an t o  he a d  in t h e  d i­

re c t i o n  o f  t h e  l i� h t h o u s e  i t s e l f . I t  a P ­
P e a r e d  a s  a b r i�h t l i� h t ,  wh i t e  t o  Y e l l ow .  

It s s P e e d ,  s h a P e  a n d  a l t i t u d e a l  I b e in� in­

d e t e rm i n a t e .  I t  a P P e a r e d  t o  b e  h i� h i Y  man­

o e u v e rabJe , ch an� in� s P e e d an d d i re c t io n  an d 

oft e n  r em a in in� s t a t io n a rY f o r I on� P e r i o ds . 

The r e  was n e v e r  an Y s o un d .  It was s i�h t e d  b e­

tw e en s o u t h  and w e s t n o r t h - e as t .  T h e l i�h t 

h a s  b e en s e e n  b Y  t h e  l i�h t h o u s e k e e P e rs an d 

t h e i r  f am i l i e s , P l u s r e l i e f  k e e P e rs , a n d  

memb e rs o f  a wo r k  P a rt Y  w h o  vis it e d  t h e  i s -

l an d . It i s  a l s o P o s s ib l e  t h a t  f is h e rmen in 

the a re a  h a v e  n o t i c e d  t h e  l ieh t ". 

case 14. D e s P i t e  M r  A rms t r o n� s t a t i n� t h a t 

h e  l a s t  s aw t h e  l i�h t o n  D e c emb e r 9 ,  1965 ,  a 

b r i e f  r e P o r t  in o u r f i l e s re l a t e s  an o b s e rv a­

t io n  o f  t h e  un i d e n t i f i e d  l i�h t on D e c emb e r 19 . 

< Pe rh a P s  a m i x  UP in t h e  d a t e s  wh e n  l a t e r  

c omP i e t in� i n f o rm a t i on f o r TU FO I C > . Th e 

l i�h t w a s  s e en a t  22 . 00 h rs an d d is aP P e a r e d  

a t  23 . 00 h rs .  Two v e s s e l s  w e r e  i n  t h e  v i c­

in i t Y  o f  t h e  l i�h t a t  t h e  t ime . 

case 15. Th om P s on s aw t h e  l i�h t a� a in o n  

D e c emb e r  29 , 1965 , i t  w a s  t h e  c l o s e s t  h e  e v e r 

s aw i t  an d s t rone eno u�h t o  c a s t a re f l e c t i o n  

on t h e  w a t e r  f rom a h e i�h t o f  400 f t . 

case 16. Th e f o l l owin� e v en in� , De c emb e r  30 , 

1965 , M rs V is s e r  s aw a l i�h t as b r i�h t  a s  

t h e  f u l  I m o o n  wh i c h  w a s  s t ron� eno u� h t o  

P a rt i a l I Y  i l l um ina t e  a r o om t h ro ueh t h in c u r­

t a ins < w in d ow f a c in� s o u t h -w e s t > . Th e in­

c re a s e d  int ens i t Y  o f  t h e  l i� h t  on t h e  l a s t  

two n i� h t s  a P P e a rs t o  h a v e  r e s u l t e d  f rom i t s  

c l o s e r  a P P r o a c h  t o  t h e  is l an d . 

case 17. M r  T h omPs on r e P o rt e d  t h e  l i�h t was 

l a s t  s e en on Feb ru a rY 4 ,  19 66 , b u t  no d e t a i l s  

we r e  � i v e n  o f  t h i s f ina l a P P e a r anc e .  

case 18. On N o v emb e r  s, 1973 , t h e  Maa t s u Y k e r 

l i�h t h o us e  k e e P e r w a s  c o n t a c t e d  b Y  r a d io f rom 

C anb e r r a  an d as k e d  to k e e P  wa t c h b e c a u s e  

f l a re s  w e re r e P o r t e d  i n  t h e  a re a .  A t  02 . 40 

h rs t h e  k e e P e r P l u s t h r e e  o t h e r  w i t ne s s e s  

s aw f o u r  l i�h t s  i n  t h e  s h a P e  o f  a t r i an� l e  

a t  15 t o  25 d e � r e e s  e l e v a t i on in t h e  s o u t h ­

we s t . T h e  w e a t h e r  w a s  f in e  a n d  v i s i b i l i t Y  

�o o d .  Th e l i�h t s  we re v i ew e d  f o r  a b o u t  one 

an d t h re e q ua r t e r  h o u rs b e f o re � o in� o v e r t h e  

w e s t e rn h o r i z o n . Th e Y  we re Y e  I l ow / o r an� e an d 

s e eme d t o  mo v e  a p a r t  an d re� r o u P  - e v en me r� e 

int o o n e  l i�h t .  Th e t h re e  l i� h t s  f o rm e d  a 

t r i an� l e  w i t h  t h e f o u rt h  a t  t h e c ent r e , t h e Y  

P a s s e d  i n  f ro n t  o f  t h e  mo on a s  t h e Y t rav e l l e d 

f rom t h e  w i t n e s s' s o u t h  t o  h is wes t .  

Case 19. Du r in� t h e  e v e n in� o f  S e P t emb e r  17 , 

7 
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1978 , a l ar� e , ro u n d , t h umb n a i l  s i z e d , l i�h t 

a P P e are d in t h e  w e s t  a t  21 . 20 h rs an d re­

m a in e d  in v i ew un t i l a P Pro x im a t e l Y  22 . 50 h rs. 

T h e P h enomenon w a s  f irs t s e e n  o v er t h e  

N ee d l e s a t  20° e l e v a t i o n  an d rema ine d a t  

t h i s h e i� h t t h ro u�h o u t  a n d  a l t h o u� h  o t h er 

s t ars mo v e d ,  t h e  � l ow in� wh i t e  l i�h t d i d  not 

A t  21 . 30 h rs a l  I t h e  l i� h t s  in o n e  of t h e  

h o u s e s  w e n t  o f f , h ow e v e r , t h e  l i�t h o u s e  c on­

t in u e d  to f un c t i o n  a s  u s u a l . T h e P ower �en­

era t o r  c o n t in u e d  work in� a n d  a c h e c k , a t  t h e  

t ime , o f  t h e  f u s e s  a n d  c ir c u i t bre a k ers 

fa i l e d t o  f in d  a re a s on f or t h e  f a i l ure . 

T h e P ower re t urn e d ,  a f t er f i v e  m i n u t e s , t o  

t h e  h o u s e . Th e mys t er i o u s  l i�h t ma int a in e d 

i t s  P o s i t i on b u t a re d l i� h t  b e c ame v i s i b l e  

a t  i t s  c en t re wh i ch l a t e r mo v e d  t o  t h e  s i d e  

o f  t h e  o b j e ct a s  i f  i t  h a d  t urn e d .  At 22 . 10 

h rs t h e  P ower w e n t  o f f  f or a s e c o n d  t ime an d 

t h i s f a i l ure l a s t e d  f or 15 m i n u t e s .  A� a in 

n o  f a u l t  c o u l d  b e  f o un d .  B in o c u l ar obs er­

v a t i o n  o f  th e l i�h t re v e a l e d n o t h in� . Wh e n  

i t  d is a P P e are d a t  22 . 50 h rs i t s  s i z e , wh i c h  

h a d rema i n e d c on s t an t  t h ro u�h o u t , s h rank a s  

i f  t h e  l i� h t w a s  mo v in� d ire c t l Y  awa y  from 

t h e  w i tn e s s e s . No n o i s e was h e ard . 

case 20. Two k e e P ers w ere c on d u c t in� a ro u­

t in e  w e a t h e r  c h e c k  at 21 . 40 h rs on t h e  c l e ar 

s t ar l i t e v e n in� o f  March 30 , 1979 , wh en t h e Y 

n o t i c e d  a l ar� e s h i P  P a s s in� to t h e  s o u t h  o f  

t h e  is l an d . CA c h e c k  w i t h  H o b art re v e a l e d 

P arent s i z e  o f  10 cm a n d  i t s  � l are w a s  s o  in­

t ens e t h a t t h e  o b s e rv ers c o u l d  no t l o o k  at rt. 
S e c o n d s  l a t er t h e  l i� h t  t urn e d  d ark an d r e ­

c e d e d int o t h e  s o u t h ern s k Y .  T h e  w i t n e s s ' 

d o� b e c ame a� i t a t e d  an d want e d  t o  h i d e  in t h e  

l i� h t h o us e  b u t re f u s e d  t o  s t a Y t h ere a l o n e .  

T h ro u�h b in o c u l ars a b r i�h t l i� h t  s e eme d t o  

b e  re f l e c t in� o n  a c i�ar- s h a P e  b en e a t h . O c­

c a s i on a l I Y  a b l u e-wh i t e  l i� h t  wo u l d  f l Y o f f , 

f o r  a s h ort d i s t an c e  int o t h e  w e s t , an d �o 

o u t . T h e P h enomenon n ow h a d  an e s t im a t e d  si212 

o f  a 1� P i e c e  h e l d  at arms l en� t h . T h e k e e p ­

e r s  o b s e rv e d  t h e  n o w  s t a t i o n arY l i� h t unt i l 

a b o u t  0 1 . 20 h rs wh en i t  mo v e d  f rom t h e  s o u t h  

t o  a s o u t h - e a s t e r l Y d ire c t i o n  a t  an e s t im a t e d  

50 km in 5 s e c o n d s  a n d  s t o P P e d  n e ar t h e  S o u t h  

E a s t  C a P e - i t  now a P P e are d a s  two b l u e l �ht s .  

Th e w i tn e s s e s  � a v e  U P  w a t c h in� at t h i s s t a� e  

- t h e ir d o� h a d  c a l me d  d own e ar l i e r  on . 

NOTES: Th e I i�h t s  an d b e am o f  N o v emb er 25 , 

1965 , Cea s e  11 > are cons i s t ent w i t h  a d i s ­

P l a Y o f  A u rora A u s tra l i s - a n o t  infre q uent 

P h e n omenon in s o u t h ern T a sm an ia .  

A l t h o u� h  no d urat i on i s  � i v e n  f or t h e  s i� h t ­

in� o f  an o b j e c t  on O c t o b er 15 , 1967 , Ceas e  

7 >  wh i ch h a d  a f l ame b e h in d , i t  i s  q u i t e  P o s ­

s ib l e  t h a t  t h i s w a s , in f a c t , a me t e or .  

A� a in o n  O c t ob er 15, Cea s e  8 >  a v e rY b ri�h t 

s t ar- l i k e  l i�h t w as s e en wh i c h  a l s o c o u l d  

h a v e  b e en a me t e or .  

n o  re c ord o f  s h i P P in� i n  t h e  are a > . A l ar� e, O n  O c t o b er 18 , 1965 , Cea s e  10 > y e t  ano t h er 

b r i�h t ,  Y e l l ow i s h , l i�h t a P P e ar e d  ab o v e  t h e  o b j e c t tra i l in� a re d � l ow w a s  o b s erv e d .  

b o a t an d �rew r a P i d l Y  in s i z e  a s  i f  comin� Th i s  c as e  is s im i l ar t o  C a s e  7 b u t d i f f ers 

s t ra i� h t  f or t h e  is l an d . I t  re a ch e d  an a P - b e c a u s e ch an�e s  in d ire c t ion were P erf orme d .  

Keith was born in the small Welsh town of Barmouth in 1939 and moved to Tasmania, with his parents, in 1 95 1 . 
His interest in the UFO phenomena was first aroused by books of that era, especially those written by 
Adamski and Keyhoe. However, it was not until 1969 that Keith became aware of, and joined, the Tasmanian 

UFO Investigation Centre ( TUFOIC ) . 

Keith gained a lot of valuable experience investigating cases, during his early years with TUFOIC,which stood 

him in good stead during the flood of reports between 1974  and 1977 .  Keith's dealings with the media during 
this time were not always easy because of the sensational approach some interviewers adopted. 

TUFOIC's Newsletter and Annual Report were initiated by Keith. The first Annual Report was produced in 1970 
and was a roughly stenci 1 led affair compared with today's offset printed production. Keith would like to im­

prove on the current product but costs are prohibitive. The Annual Report, despite a recent fall in sales, 
has, over the years, sold wel 1 .  lt has presented TUFOIC, as a serious minded group, to the media and the 
public and has been instrumental in obtaining new members. Additionally, the Annual Report is a useful ref­
erence. Recent 1 y other pub 1 i cations have been comp 1 eted such as "A Tasmanian Landing Cat a 1 ogue" and "TUFO I C • s 
Unidentified Catalogue". 

Keith continues to concentrate on investigations and the compiling of records and their results for TUFOIC. 

Despite his years as an investigator Keith has reached no conclusions about the origins and nature of the 
UFO phenomena and prefers reading and keeping abreast of research activities to the adoption of any par­
ticular theory. 

Besides UFOlogy Keith is interested in meteorology, his local soccer club ( South Hobart ) , competition 
badminton, bushwalking, stamps, and is a collector of odd and useless statistics such as Tasmanian Cricket 
Records and Mt Wel 1 ington snowfal 1 details. 
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SENATOR PROXMIRE VERSUS NASA's SETI* PROJECT 

B Y  JANE B ROOKS (UFORA N Space Technol ogy Corresponden t) 

Fo r yea rs up  un til S e p t embe r, 1 98 1 , NASA had  
been p re pa ring a p roj e c t  which would have 
made an  ext remely sen sitive sea rch  fo r t he 
radio sig nals of  o t h e r civiliza tio n s  in t he  
U nive r s e . A device known as  a multich annel 
s pe c t rum an alyze r wa s bein g con s t r u c t ed by 
s cien tis t s  a t  t he S t an fo rd U nive rsity. 
When  comple t e, t his device would have been 
able t o  monito r 8 mill ion r adio channels 
simult aneously. NASA planned  to  use it on 
ra dio t ele s copes in C alifo rnia, Spain a nd  
Au s t ralia to  sea rch  t he e n tire s ky fo r evi­
den ce of ext ra t e r re s t rial in tellige n ce ( ET I ) 
The  s pe c t r um a nalyze r, o r  anot h e r 1 ike it,  
would t hen  be  a t t a ched  to t he gia n t  A ricebo 
ra dio t eles cope to  s ea r ch pa r ticula rly p rom­
ising s un -like s t a rs . This e n t i re S ET I  p ro­
g ram was to  have t a ke n  abou t seven  yea rs, 
at  a cos t  o f$ U S  2 million pe r yea r ( Y3 , 00 0  
o f  NASA 1 s a n n ua 1 B ud ge t )  . I t  wou 1 d have ac­
complis hed  mo re t han  1 0  million times t he 
sea r chin g done in all p revious  sea r ches  p u t  
toge t he r! J us t  a s  t his p roj e c t  w a s  abou t t o  
commen ce ( you  may have seen announcemen t s  o f  
it  o n  C hannels  2 a n d  1 0 )  it  wa s killed by 
Sen a t o r  Will iam P roxmi re. He pe rs uaded 
Con g res s  to  pass  a n  ame n dmen t which fo rbad  
NASA f rom u sin g its  in te rn al funds  fo r t he 
p roj ec t !  He  rega rded t rytn g to  fin d an  a n ­
swe r to  one  o f  Man kin d ' s  mos t  p ro foun d an d 
age old q ues tion s, i . e. 11a re we alone in t he 
Unive r s e ?11 a s  a was t e  of  money. Sen a t o r  
P ro xmi re ' s  a rg umen t s  again s t  S ET I we re, fo r 
e xample, t h a t  any sig n al we got would be 

h un d reds  of yea r s  old and t he re fo re of  no 
in t e res t;  the civflization  t ha t  sen t it 
could be extin c t  by t he time we go t t he sig­
nal, and t h a t  t he re is no eviden ce fo r t he 
exis ten ce o f  ET I !  He mis sed t he poin t s  t h a t  
j us t  finding t he signal wo uld a n swe r  ou r 
q ues tions,  an d t h a t  t he only way you can dis ­
cove r whe the r o r  not  some t hing exis t s  is to 
look fo r t he eviden ce you do not  h ave! 

I ronically, while Sena to r P roxmi re was 
killin g S ET I , he  man aged  to get Con g res s  to 
p rese rve givin g exce s s  s u b sidy, in ad dition 
to  a basic s u b sidy, to dai ry fa rme r s. This 
exce s s  cos t enough  in two days to fund  S ET I 
fo r a whole yea r .  

Howeve r, de spite t he  Senato r ' s  e f fo r t s, 
Ame rican s may s till be able to t une in to  
t he Cosmos. Thanks  to  p riva te  dona tions, 
Ha rva rd  As t ronome r, P a ul Ho rowi t z, will t ake 
a 64 , 000  channel s pe ct r um a nalyze r to A ricebo 
to  lis ten  fo r sign als f rom 1 85 nea rby s un -
1 ike s t a rs t his ( no r t h e rn )  s umme r. I n  ad­
dition, many NASA of ficials and  some o f  the  
o t h e r  Con g res smen have been ange red by  Sen­
a to r  P roxmi re ' s  a c tion in  a t t acking one  of  
NASA ' s  tiny in t e rnal p roject s f un ded f rom gen ­
e ral f un ds. His action appea r s  to h ave gen­
e ra t e d  a ba ckla s h  of  wide s uppo r t  fo r S ET I . 
I f  t he Sen a t o r  t ries t he s ame t hing wit h  t h e  
1 983 B udge t, he  may not  fin d it so easy! 

*Search for Extra-Terrestrial Intelligence-1 

U P D ATE 

In my "Profile" 1 whic h appeared in the pre·v·ious is.:;ue of UFORA.."l, I advi:;e:::i i:hat a new pro-space orqani­

sation named the "Association for the Promotion of Space Science" had been foundo2d. However, it has re­

cently been decided to rename this organization the "Space Science Section of the Astrononi·:al Society of 

South Austra.lia". r.1embers are grateful to the Astronomi .: al Society of South .n..u.stralia for this opportunity 
to be part of this long established and highly regarded society. T he "Space Science Section of the Astron­

omical Society of South Australia" is not a separate group but a part o: the Astrono;nica.l Society of South 

Australia. 

I am extreme ly p:!.eased to be able to pass on the gooc news that both the "AUSTRA.;:. IA TEL.C:3CO!?E" and the 

"STARLAB" projects ha.ve rec e i ved f'.lnds from the Federal Governme:�t. On Tuesday 1 August 17, Mr Howa.rd, the 

Federal Treasurer, made the followi:�g announcement during his Budget Speech: "The Gover�.ent has now de­

cided to fund the construction by C.S.I.R.O. of a new radiotelescofe, to cost a total of $25 million, to be 

know:1 as the "AUSTRALIA TE.::..ESCOPE", and be completed by our bi-centennial year 1988". 

In "The Australian" (newspape.::-), August 17, appeared the "leaked" information that the Fo2deral Governmeni: 

was giving "STARLAB" a grant of $3.7 million (er.ough for it to .:;urvive for two years) as a Public Interest 

Project. Its funds will come through the Industrial Research a.o;d Develofmer.t Incentives Scterne. It is 

hoped that after the t'N'O years are up, ind,.;stries will fund the project because it is in t."'.eir interest to do 

so. On Aug�st 19, I rang Professor Y!o.thewson, head o:: the "STAR.I...AB" project, who confirrned that the "leak" 

was correct, and had been officia lly announced in Parliament that day. He also ':old me that the lobbying 

efforts had played a signifi�ant role in helping to get funds for the project. In a letter some weeks ago, 

from Or Frater, head of the "AUSTR.Il..LIA TELESCOPE" project, he thanked me and said he thought my friends and 

I had helped considerably. 

Thanks very much to all the UFORA.."l readers who j oined in the campaign. You can feel proud of yourselves 
for what you have done. You have helped Australia soar into the Space Age 1 - Jan e Brooks 
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AIRLINE CREW OBSERVATIONS 
BY KEITH BASTERFIELD 

Although the re we re some i n te rest i ng cases 
of  a i r l i ne c rew obse rva t i ons o f  UFOs d u r i n g  
the m i d 1960s I was only ab l e  to  uncove r  a 
few documen ted repo r ts  when resea rch i n g the 
pe r i od .  

Only sca rce det a i ls a re ava i lable on  the 
f i rst ep i sode wh i ch occu r red on  J an ua ry 1 ,  
1965, a t  an  u nspec i f i ed po i n t between 
Ch r i st chu rch, on the Sou th I slan d  o f  New 
Zealand, and Sydney, New Sou th Wales . 

I n  th i s  even t the c rew of  a Quan t as 
E l ec t ra  p rop - j et a i r c ra f t, p i lo ted by Capt . 
D .  Shan non, repo r tedly obse rved seven ob­
j ects a t  45,000 feet ove r the Tasman Sea . 
The Roy a l  Aust ra l i an A i r Fo rce adv i sed tha t 
no known a i rc ra f t  we re i n  the a rea (1) . 

Myst e ry su r rou n ds o u r  secon d  case wh i ch 
took pla ce i n  t he ea rly hou rs o f  May 28, 
1965, when an  Anset t -ANA DC-6, f l y i n g be­
tween B r i sbane, Queenslan d, and  Po r t  Mo resby, 
New G u i nea, was " b u z zed" by a sphe r i ca l  ob­
j ec t  wh i ch was fla t on  top and  bo t tom and  
expel l ed exha ust gases . 

Acco rd i ng to an  o f f i ce r  o f  the C r i m i n a l  
I n vest i ga t i on B ranch o f  the Townsv i l l e, 
Queenslan d, po l i ce ( 2 ) ,  the a i r l i ne cap t a i n  
rad i oed Townsv i l l e Con t ro l  Towe r a t  3 . 25 
a . m . to repo r t  the un i den t i f i ab l e  obj ect 
wh i ch paced h i s  p l a ne (VH- I NH) fo r ten m i n ­
u tes d u r i n g wh i ch he took photog raphs .  
Ap pa ren t l y  two o the r c rew membe rs obse rved 
the U FO befo re i t  moved ahead of the i r a i r ­
c ra f t  and d i sap pea red. 

A repo r t  wh i ch the Townsv i l  l e  pol i ce o f ­
f i ce r  fo rwa rded to  N I CAP st a tes :  "He was 
i nst r u c ted not to have the f i l m  deve l oped 
i n  New G u i nea ( and  was) flown to Canbe r ra 
(on  h i s  retu rn )  whe re the f i lm was t a ken 
f rom h i m  . . .  The twe l ve hou r  t ape with the 
p i l o t 1 s repo r t  to  the Con t ro l  Towe r was al­
so con f i sca ted1 1 •  

I n  rep l y  t o  a l et t e r  f rom the P res i den t 
of  the Commonwea l th Ae r i a l  Phenomena I n ves­
t i ga t i on O rgan i sa t i on ( CAP I O ) ,  Depa r t men t 
o f  A i r Sq uad ron Leade r R.J.  Wheele r of  the 
D i rec t o rate  of  A i r Fo r ce l n tell i gen ce re­
pl i ed :  1 1Thank  you fo r the copy of the re-­
po r t  b u t  as th i s  i s  the f i rst i n fo rma t i on 
t he RAAF has rece i ved con ce rn i ng the i n c i ­
den t i t  i s  not poss i ble to p rov i de any  f u r­
the r  det a i ls1 1 •  

1 0  

CAP I O  also w ro te to t he D i recto r- General, 
C i v i l  Av i a t i on, whose reply was also nega­
t i ve. 

The Queenslan d  Fly i ng S auce r  Resea rch 
B u reau w rote to  Anset t-ANA b u t  the i r let te r  
was neve r acknowledged (3 ) . 

I n  a pe rsonal repo r t,  Cap ta i n  Go rdon W .  
Sm i th, a p i l o t fo r Mu rch i son A i r Se rv i ces, 
recoun ted a n  i n c i den t wh i ch occur red on 
Aug ust 22, 1968: 

1 1C a p t a i n  Wa l te r  Ga rd i n  and  myse l f we re 
ret u rn i n g f rom Adela i de to Pe rth on a cha rter  
fl i ght . The a i r c ra ft was an  8 place Piper 
Navaj o, reg i st ra t i on VH- RTO, ret u rn i ng empt y  
f rom Adela i de .  At  f i rst s i ght i ng I was 
as l eep i n  the cab i n, Walter  was a t  the con ­
t rols . We we re c r u i s i ng a t  8,000 feet w i th 
a t r ue a i rspeed of  190 - 1 95 kno ts and  t ra ck­
i n g 2 70° magnet i c . 

1 1At 0940 GMT ( 1 740 WST ) Walte r  ab rup tly 
wakened me i n  g reat exc i temen t and asked me 
to come i n to  the cockp i t  q u i ckly . I d i d  so 
and  he asked me i f  I could see wha t  he was 
l ook i n g a t . At f i rst I d i dn't, because I 
was st i l l su f fe r i n g f rom t he effec ts of  
s l eep . 

1 1Howeve r, a f te r  about  th i r ty  secon ds I 
could see wha t he was exc i ted abou t . Some 
d i st ance ahead at  the same level, and  abou t 
50° to my r i ght ( I  was i n  the m i ddle sea t ) ,  
I saw a fo rmat i on of  a i r c r a f t . I n  the m i ddle 
was a l a rge a i r c r a f t, a nd  fo rmated ( s i c ) to  
the r i ght and  l ef t  a nd  above we re fou r  or  
f i ve smal l e r a i r c r a f t . We we re on a t rack 
of  2 70° mag net i c  and  these a i r c r a f t  appea red 
to be ma i n t a i n i ng st a t i on w i th us . 

11As we had not been not i f i ed of  th i s  t raf­
f i c ,  I rad i oed Kalgoo rl i e  DCA Commun i ca t i ons 
Cen t re ask i n g them wha t t ra f f i c  they or the 
RAA F had i n  ou r a rea. The answe r was none. 
I then not i f i ed Kalgoo r l  i e  tha t we ha d th i s  
fo rmat i on i n  s i ght and  they, i n  t u rn, not i f i ­
ed some eastbou n d  t ra f f i c o f  the dange r  of  
un i den t i f i ed t ra f f i c  1 30 nm east of  
Ka  l goo r 1 i e . 

11At abo u t  th i s  t i me we 1 os t commun i ca t i ons 
w i th Ka l goo rl i e  on a l l f requenc i es .  We we re 
rece i v i n g Ka l goo r l i e ca r r i er wave w i th no 
vo i ce p ropag a t i on, on l y  a hush and st a t i c . 
I n  the next  ten m i n u tes I t ransm i t ted seven 



AIRLINE CREW OBSERVATIONS 

times , a nd  I believe Walt e r  did abou t five 
t i mes wit h  no res ult. 

"Also a t  abo u t  t his t i me we noticed t ha t  
t he main s hip s plit i n to  two section s s till 
main t aining t he s ame level , a n d  t he s malle r 
ai r c r a f t  t hen flew ou t  lef t  a nd  righ t b u t  
s t ayin g a t  t he s ame level a n d  coming back 
to  t he two h alves of  t he big ge r  s hip . At  
t his t ime there a p pea red t o  be about  six 
s maller ai rc ra f t  t aking t u rn s  o f  going ou t 
a nd  coming back  a n d  fo rmulat in g  on t he two 
ha  1 ves ... 

1 1At  0950 GMT t he whole fo rma t i on j oined 
toget he r  as if a t  a sin gle comman d ,  t hen 
depa r ted a t  a t remen do us s peed. I t  did not  
d i s a p pea r as,  s ay , gas  would , b u t  i t  depa r t ­
ed in about th ree or fou r  secon ds diminis h -

ing in size t ill ou t o f  sigh t ( 4 ) 1 1 • 

SOU RCES 

(1)  "U FOs  Ove r t he Sou t hern  Hemis phe re" 
M. Hervey , Ho rwit z ,  Sydney 1 969 , p.48 . 

(2 )  Copy of  o rigin al co r res pon den ce between 
John  Mes kell and  Queen sland  Flying Sau­
ce r Resea rch  B u rea u , J uly 1 965 . 

(3 )  N I CAP " U FO I nves tiga to r"  J une/J uly , 1 965 , 
p. 4. "Au s t ralian Flying S aucer Review" 
3/5 Decembe r ,  1 972 ,  p . 3  & 7.  B ris b ane 
"T r u t h : J uly 31 , 1 966 . 

( 4 ) Flying Sa uce r  Review" Vo1.24 , No. 5 ,  
pp.9- 1 0.1 

BILL & SHIRLEY STARTUP VISIT AUSTRALIA 

S o u t h  an d W e s t e rn A u s t r a l i an m emb e rs o f  UFO R e s e a rch w e r e  r e c en t l Y  P rivi l e d � e d to m e e t  w ith 

C a P t. B i l I S t a rt u p , t h e  P i l o t i n v o l v e d  in th e K a i k o u ra UFO e v en t s , and h is w i f e  S h i r l eY. 

Du rin� o u r  m e e tin�s B i l I s h ow e d s l i d e s  an d r e l a t e d  h is eYe-w i tn e s s  exP e ri ences. A d d itiona l ­

l y , b ec a u s e  o f  h is t ra in in� an d c l o s e  a s s oc i ation w ith D r  B ru c e  Macc ab e e ' t h e  P r inciP a l 

inv e s t i� a t o r  o f  K a i k o u ra , B i l I w a s  a b l e  t o  t h r ow l i�h t on m anY o f  t h e  mo re P u z z l in� a s P ec t s 

o f  t h e  c a s e .  

T h e  m o r e  d e e P l Y  t h e  e v e nt s  o f  K a i k o u ra a re e x amin e d  t h e  mo r e  m ys t e r i o u s  t h eY b e c ome. I t  is , 

t h e re f o re , d o u b l Y  f ru st r a t in� t h at C h anne l '0 ', Me l b o u rn e , r e f us e  t o  r e l e a s e  t h e  o r i�ina l 

K aik o u r a f i l m  in th e i r  P o s s e ssion ,  a s  i t  is q u i t e  P o s sib l e  t h at t h is f o ota�e c a r r i e s  f a in t  

ima� e s  o f  t h e o bjects b e h in d  t h e  l i� h t s  s e en on th a t  f at e f u l n i� h t .  

We a re v e rY � ra t e f u l t o  C a P t. S t a rt u p , a n d  h i s  c h a rmin� w i f e ,  f o r b re a k in� th e i r  j o u rn eY t o  

m e e t  wit h u s  b e c a u s e , c on s i d e rin� t h e  h e a v y  d o c umen t a t ion on t his P ro v o ca t i v e  c a s e , it i s  

ama z in� h ow m uch n ew i n f o rm a t io n  c am e  t o  l i� h t  d u r in� o u r d i scu s s ions. 

(/ 

WATC.� 114t i..COK. OIJ ��� FACE. 
\;JI-IE..J.J l A�K. 1-U.U TO Ci-JtCK. 
il-lt. IYI<tE.E. . 
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PENTAGONAL UFOs 

UFOs havi ng unu s u al sh apes are reported, 
bu t are often i gn ored because they are n ot 

the s t an dard di sc , ci gar ,  or spheri cal 
shape. Thi s  paper c onsi ders the repor ts 
of fi ve si ded , or pen t agonal objects. 

O n e  of  t h e  more P uzz l ine a s P e c t s  of  t h e  

U FO Prob l em i s  t h e  v ar i e t Y  o f  s h a P e s  re­

P o rt e d  bY t h e  w i t n e s s e s . Pre d om in an t  a re 

t h e  s a u c e r ,  c iear a n d  b a l I .  H owe v er ,  s in c e 

19 73, t h ere h a s b e en an e v er incre a s ine 

n umb er o f  tri ane u l ar a n d  d i amond s h a P e d  o b ­

je c t s  an d a f ew w i tn e s s e s  h a v e  re P ort e d  o b ­

je c t s  w i t h  f i v e  or more s i d e s . 

S t a t i s t i c a l l y ,  t h e  n umb er o f  re P or t e d  

U FO s  h a v ine f i v e  s i d e s  i s  in s ien i f i c an t ;  

b u t t h a t  f a c t  h a s  n o t  e l im in a t e d  s u c h 

s ieh t ines . Th e o f f s e t t ine f a c t o rs are t h e  

h ieh s t raneen e s s  o f  t h e  inc i d en t  an d t h e  

h ieh re l iab i l i t Y  o f  t h e  w i t n e s s . 

Two s e P ara t e  re P o r t s  from n e ar t h e  c i t Y  

o f  H o u s t on , Te x a s  b r ine t h e  P en t aeo n a l U FO 

Pro b l em in t o  f o c u s . I n t ere s t ine l y ,  b o t h  

o f  t h e  in c i d e n t s  t o o k  P l a c e  t o  t h e  s o u t h ­

we s t  o f  H o u s t on , a n d  we re s e P ara t e d  in 

t ime bY o n l Y  n in e  mon t h s . 

Th e f irs t inc i d e n t  w a s  re P or t e d  t o  MU FON 

S t a t e  S e c t ion D ire c t o r D a v e  K i s s ineer b Y  

a n  A l i e f ,  T e xas , h ieh s c h o o l s en i o r .  I t  w a s  

De c ember 19 75 a n d  t h e  t ime w a s  10 : 30 P . m .  

wh en t h e  y o une woman o b s erv e d  a b rieh t 

f l a s h ine l ieh t a P P ro a c h ine h er h ome . I m­

me dia t e l y , s h e  ran t o  t h e  w in d ow t o  ee t a 

b e t t e r v i ew an d t h en went o u t s i d e . T h e  

U FO w a s  mo v ine in a nort h er l Y  d ire c t i o n  a t  

an e s t ima t e d  s P e e d  o f  100 - 150 m . P . h .  

I t  P a s s e d  d ire c t l Y  o v erh e a d  a t  n o  more 

t h an 1000 f e e t  a l t i t u d e . Th e v i ew w a s  

s P e c t a c u l ar a s  t h e  w i t n e s s  w a t c h e d  t h e  un­

u s u a l P en t aeona l s h a P e d  obje c t  mo v e  a l o ne 

fiY ine P o in t  f orw ard . I n  h er wor d s , " i t  

a P P e are d s o l i d w i t h  a s h arP o u t l in e " . S h e  

d e s crib e d  l ieh t s  o n  t h e  P o in t s  an d a f l a s h ­

ine l ie h t  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  b o t t om s ur­

f a c e . A s  t h e  U FO f l ew aw a y  s h e  c o u l d  s e e  

i t  w a s  n o t j u s t a f l a t P l a t e , b u t  h a d  a 

d e f in i t e th i c kne s s . Th e on I Y s o und d e t e c t ­

e d  w a s  a s t e a d Y  h um .  

I n v e s t iea t i on o f  t h e  A l i e f  c a s e i n c l u d­

ed v i s i t s  to t h e  l o c a l a irPort s ,  t h e  G o o d ­

Y e ar B l imP o P e r a t i o n s , an d a d v ert i s ine 

a irP i an e  b u s ine s s e s . No e x P l an a t i on f or 

t h e  s ieh t ine w a s  f o un d .  
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Dark surface 

Bot tom v.it?W 

Rvar view 

PENTAGONAL UFO 

Alief, Texas 

December 1975 

A s im i l ar in c i d en t  o c c urre d  d ur ine S e P ­

t emb er 1976 wh en a M i s s o ur i  C i t y , T e x a s , 

o i l c om P anY e x e c u t i v e  and h i s s on s aw a 

P en t aeona l s h a P e d  U FO . I t  w a s  f irs t o b s erv­

ed as a s t e a d Y  b rieh t l ieh t h o v erine a b o u t  

o n e  m i l e  t o  t h e  s o u t hwe s t  o f  t h e  o b s e rv ers ' 

h ome . 

A f t er a c o u P l e  o f  m in u t e s t h e  o b j e c t  

s e eme d t o  r i s e  u Pward and c ome t oward t h em ,  

f i Y ine d ire c t l Y  o v er t h e ir h e a d s . B e c a u s e  

t h e ir h ome i s  l oca t e d  o n  a eo l f  c o urs e t h e Y 

h a d  a w i d e  o p en are a f o r v i ew ine t h e  s tranee 

s ieh t . Th e ir in i t i a l re a c t i on was to a c­

c e P t  t h e  P o s s i b i l i t Y  t h e  o bje c t  was a s t ar .  

On c e  i t  s t art e d  t o  mo v e  t h e Y  re v ise d t h e  

i d e nt i f i c a t i on t o  h e l i c o P t er ,  an d f ina l I Y  

t o  a ircra f t . H owe v er ,  a s  t h e  U FO went 

o v erh e a d  t h e Y  c o u l d  see  on l Y  a cr i s P l Y  o u t ­

l ine d P e nt aeon s h a P e - no wines� t a i l or 

eneine s .  

E a c h  P o in t  o f  t h e  P en t aeon c ont a in e d  a 

s t e a d Y wh i t e l ieh t .  A b l in k ine l ieh t mark­

ed t h e  c entre of t h e  b o t t om a n d  t h irt y t o  

f i f t y  re d l ieh t s  r ineed t h e  e dee an d b o t t om 

o f  t h e  v e h i c l e . 

On c e  t h e  U FO b e ean t o  mo v e  i t  w a s  o v er­

h e a d  a n d  o u t  o f  s ieh t in a b o u t  30 s e c on d s . 



PENTAGONAL UFOs 

Th e w i t n e s s e s  e s t im a t e d  t h e  s p e e d  t o  be 200 

m . P . h .  a t  a n  a l t i t u d e  o f  1500 f e e t . T h e  

on l Y  s o un d  w a s  a "wh o o s h "  l i k e  a j e t e n� in e  

t h a t  h a d  b e en t h ro t t l e d b a c k .  

A t  f i rs t  o n l Y  t h e  b r i� h t  l i�h t o n  t h e  

P o int c o u l d  b e  s e en .  A s  t h e  o b j e c t  a P P r o a ­

c h e d  o t h e r l i� h t s  c ame in t o  v i ew an d a s  i t  

w e n t  o v e rh e a d  t h e  t o t a l l i� h t in� P a t t e rn 

w a s  v i s ib l e . T h en a s  i t  f l ew awa Y  on l Y  t h e  

two a f t  P o in t l i� h t s  c o u l d  b e  s e en .  A l ­

t h o u� h  t h e  w i tn e s s e s  w e r e  s t i l I s k e P t i c a l ,  

t h e Y  n o t i f i e d  t h e  M u t u a l UFO N e two r k . 

• 
• 

• 

Front 

-very bri ght l i gh t  

• • 

Dark surface 

• • • • • 
Red l i ghts 

• 

PENTAGONAL UFO 

• 

Bot tom view 

Missouri Ci t y ,  Texas 

Septcmb<Jr .l <J 76 

• 
• 

/_, 
:: Li gh t  " 

ed l i ghts 

P e n t a � o n a l J y  s h a P e d  UFO s h a v e  b e en n o t ­

e d  i n  o t h e r  P a r t s  o f  t h e  wo r l d a s  we t I. 

O n  J u l Y  1 ,  1979 , o n e  w a s  s i� h t e d  o v e r V i� o  

an d P u e r t o s  d e  M o r ra z o , S P a in .  A � re en i s h ­

Y e l l ow l i� h t eman a t e d  f rom t h e  m i d d l e  o f  

t h e  b o t t om s u r f a c e . H un d r e d s  o f  P e o P l e  i n  

b o t h  c i t i e s  o b s e r v e d  t h e  s t ran� e s i�h t . I n  

a d d i t i o n , t h e  c rew o f  a DC- 10 a i rP i a n e  f l y ­

in� o v e r t h e  a re a  s P o t t e d  t h e  s am e  U FO 

b e l ow t h e i r  a i r c ra f t  an d ab o u t twe l v e m i l e s 

awa Y . Th e o f f i c i a l e x P l an a t i o n  � i v e n  w a s  

t h e  Ame r i c an S k Y i a b .  

Th r e e  P en t a � o n a l UFO s w e r e  s e en o v e r 

We s t  G e rm an Y  on S e P t emb e r  17 , 19 79 . Wo r k ­

e rs a t  t h e  I n� o l s t a d t , B a v a r i a  A u d i-NSU 

c a r man u f a c t u r in� P l an t  w e re t h e  f i rs t  t o  

r e P o r t t h e  UFO s . E Y e w i tn e s s e s  s a i d  " t h e Y  

we r e  v e r Y b i� an d b e ame d b r i�h t i Y . T h e Y  

f l ew v e rY f a s t  an d w i t h o u t  e n� ine n o i s e .  

I n  d o in� s o , t h e Y  f l i c k e r e d  Y e l l ow an d r e d " . 

Ten o f f - d u t y  P o l i c e  o f f i c e r s w a t c h e d  

t h e  t h re e  o b j e c t s  a s  t h e Y  f l ew o v e r 

I n� o l s t a d t  in a n o r t h -w e s t e r l Y  d i re c t io n  

t ow a r d  E i c h s t a e t t .  

S e v e ra l m in u t e s  l a t e r  E i ch s t a e t t  P o l i c e  

s a i d  two o f  t h e  UFO s f l ew t o  We i s s enb u r� ,  

wh e re P o l i c e  v e r i f i e d  t h e i r  o v e r f l i�h t .  

O n e  o f  t h e  UFO s h o v e r e d  a t  an a l t i t u d e  o f  

1500 f e e t  b e f o r e i t  f l ew o f f  a t  h i� h  s P e e d .  

An I n� o l s t a d t  P o l i c e  s P o k e sman s a i d  " t h e 

o b s e rv a t i o n s  ma d e  b Y  o u r  o f f i c e rs a re b e­

Y o n d  an Y d o ub t " .  A l t h o u�h a n e a rb Y  a i r  

b a s e , a s  w e t I a s  t h e  Mun i c h  a i r  t ra f f i c  c on ­

t ro l  I e r ,  w e r e  a l e rt e d  t o  t h e  in c i d e n t  t h e Y  

h a d  n o  e x P l ana t i on f o r  t h e  P h enom e no n . 

A s l i� h t  d e P a r t u re f rom t h e  P en t a� o n a l 

s h a P e  i s  t h e  o c t a� o n a l UFO . A c c o r d in� t o  

t h e  Wa t f o r d C i t y , N o rt h  D a k o t a  n ews P a P e r ,  

l o c a l c i t i z en B a rb J o hns r u d  an d h e r  s on 

K e n t  s aw an e i�h t - s i d e d  UFO �o o v e r t h e i r  

h o u s e  o n  N o v emb e r  2 ,  19 78 • 

E a c h  w i tne s s  c l a ime d t h e UFO w a s  f i rs t  

s e en a s  a b r i�h t l i�h t t h a t  q u i c k l Y  c ame 

d own f rom t h e  s k Y  l i k e  a b a d s t o rm .  I t  

P a s s e d  o v e r h e a d j u s t  60 f e e t  ab o v e  � ro un d  

an d w a s  mo v in� q u i t e  s l ow l Y  - o n l y  2 5  m . P . h .  

Th e U FO w a s  40 f e e t  a c ro s s , w i t h  a l a r� e  

r e d  l i� h t in t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  b o t t om s u r­
f a c e . B l u e l i� h t s  r i n� e d  t h e  wh o l e  v e h i c l e . 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

• 

. . . 

• • • 
. . . -Re d l i ght . . -

. . . 

• 
• 

• • 

OCTAGONA L UFO 

Bo t tom v i ew 
November 1 9 7 8  

Wa t ford C i t y ,  No r t h  Dak o t a  

• 

• • 

• 
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PE NTAGONAL UFOs 

I t  h a d  n o  t a i l , n o s e  o r  P ro P e l l e rs . A f t e r  

t h e  U FO d is a P P e a re d  t o  t h e  n o r t h - e a s t  e a c h 

o f  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  ma d e  in d e P en d e n t  s k e t c h e s . 

T h e  P en t a�ona l UFO s r em a in a my s t e rY .  

N o  s a t i s f a c t o rY e x P l an a t i o n  h a s b e e n  f o un d . 

To a i d  i n  t h i s inv e s t i�a t ion , a d d i t i ona l 

r e P o r t s  a n d  d a t a  s h o u l d  b e  s en t  t o :  

J o hn F .  S c h u e s s l e r 

M u t u a l UFO N e two r k  

PO B o x  58485 

H o u s t on , T e x a s  77058 

U . S . A .  

ASSOC I AT I ON FOR THE S C I ENT I F I C  STUDY OF ANOMALOUS PHENOMENA 

B Y  M A RK MO R A V E C  

A rece n t  i mpo r t a n t  deve l opmen t i n  B r i t i s h u fo l ogy 
has been the e s t ab l i shmen t o f  a new o rg a n i s a t i on 
ca l l ed the  Assoc i a t i on fo r the  Sc i en t i f i c  S t udy o f  
Anoma l ous  Phenomena ( AS SAP ) . Re sea rche r s  who h a d  
been a c t i ve i n  t he Soc i e ty  fo r P s y ch i ca l  Resea rch 
a n d  va r i ou s  UFO and  fo r tean  g roups me t toge the r and 
dec i ded to fo rm AS SAP i n  J une 1 9 8 1 . The f i rs t i s s ue 
o f  AS SAP News exp l a i n s t h a t  t he o rgan i s a t i on was e s ­
t ab l i s he d  i n  res ponse  to a l ong - fe l t need  a t  two 
l eve l s :  

1 1 Faced w i t h  a mu l t i t ude o f  sma l l and  o f ten  l i t t l e­
known soc i e t i e s dea l i ng w i th n a r row aspe c t s  of  pa ra­
no rma l o r  unexp l a i ned phe nomena  (we p refe r t he mo re 
n e u t ra l te rm • anoma l ous • )  i t  i s  l i t t l e won de r t h a t  
membe rs o f  t he gene ra l pub l i c  a re bemused . Th i s  
h appen s a t  a t i me when i n t e re s t  h as neve r been h i gh ­
e r ,  ye t au t ho r i t a t i ve commen t  sca r ce l y  a t  a l owe r 
ebb . l t  i s  unde r s t andab l e  a l so t h a t  mos t peop l e  do 
not  know whe re to t u rn fo r i n fo rmed g u i d an ce on t hese  
ma t t e rs , fo r s ympa the t i c  he l p  i n  dea l i ng w i t h 
s pon t aneous h a p pen i ng s  tha t cou l d  range f rom appa r­
i t i on s  and  po l te rge i s t s  to UFO  s i gh t i n g s . 

1 1Th en , res ea rche rs i n  va r i ou s  f i e  1 ds  of the anoma­
l ou s  have t hems e l ves fe l t  con s t ra i ned  by t h e  s u f fo­
ca t i ng s pec i a l i s a t i on o f  ex i s t i ng o rgan i s a t i on s . Fo r 
some t i me t a l k  be tween these resea rche rs  h a s  cen t red  
on t he se t t i ng up o f  a body  tha t cou l d  t a ke a t ru l y  
mu l t i - d i s c i p l i na ry app roa ch , t ra n s cend  the con f i nes 
of i nd i v i dua l s ubj e c t s , a n d  exam i ne t he f i e l d  of  i n ­
ve s t i ga t i on mo re w i de l y ,  compa r i ng and  con t ra s t i ng 
mo re mean i ng f u l l y .  So AS SAP was bo rn 1 1 •  ( A S SAP  News 
1 ,  Octobe r ,  1 9 8 1 ) . 

The 1 9 8 1  mee t i ng dec i ded t he ma i n  obj e c t i ve s  o f  AS SAP 
wou l d  be : 
1 1 1 . To o b t a i n ,  s to re , p roce s s , an d d i s s em i n a t e  i n fo r­

ma t i on con ce rn i ng t hose a reas o f  h uman expe r i ence 
a n d  ob se rved phenome n a  fo r wh i ch no gene ra l l y 
acce p t ab l e  exp l an a t i on i s  a s  y e t  fo r t h com i ng .  

2 .  To e n cou rage a n d  a i d  i n ves t i g at i on and  resea rch 
i n to  t hose  phenomena ,  by t he c re a t i on or coo rd i n ­
a t i on of  i n ves t i ga t i ve g roups , and  by t h e  p ro­
v i s i on of  con s u l t a t i ve resou rces , techn i ca l  fac­
i l i t i es , e t c .  

3 .  T o  p rov i de a mu l t i - d i s c i p l i n a ry fo r um fo r t he 
exchanqe o f  v i ews and  i n fo rma t i on con ce rn i ng 
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these phenomena • • .  

1 1ASSAP 1 s  f i e l d  of i n te res t comp r i ses  t hose phenomena  
wh i ch a re reasonab l y  a l l eged to occu r ,  bu t fo r wh i ch 
no exp l anat i on seems to be fo r t h com i ng w i t h i n  t he 
s cope o f  cu r rent  s c i en t i f i c  know l edge . By i : s ve ry 
n a t u re , no p rec i se 1 i m i t can be set to t he f 1 e l d  
t h u s  comp r i s ed , no r wou l d  i t  be des i rab l e  to do so . 
Subj e c t s  s uch a s  a l t e red  s t a t e s  o f  con s c i ou s n es s , 
appa r i t i on s , c l a i rvoya n ce , s pon t aneous human corn: 
b us t i on ,  dows i ng ,  t he EVP , ext ra- senso ry pe rcep t i on ,  
f a l l s  f rom t he s ky , g l os so l a l i a ,  ha l l uc i n a t i on s , 
haun t i ng s , hea l i ng ,  hypnos i s ,  i n co r ru p t i b i  1 i t y ,  l ev­
i t a t i on ,  l ey l i nes , mag i c ,  ma te r i a l i s a t i on ,  me t a l ­
bend i ng ,  m i rac l es ,  mu l t i p l e  pe rsona l i ty , OOBE • s ,  
po l t e rge i s t s ,  pos ses s i on , p recogn i t i on ,  P K ,  re i n c a r ­
n a t i on ,  Sp i r i t ua l i s m ,  s t i gma t a , s u rv i va l , syn ch ron ­
i c i ty ,  te l epa t hy , U FOs , v i s i ons , and  Yet i s  a re j u s t  
a s e l ect i on t y p i ca l  o f  the f i e l d of  i n te res t 1 1 •  
( Common G round , 2 ,  Aug us t , 1 9 8 1 ) .  

1 1AS SAP wi 1 1  p romo te  the h i ghes t s c i en t i f i c  s t anda r ds 
o f  i n ves t i g a t i on ,  repo rt i ng and  d i s c u s s i on .  l t  w i l l  
h ave no co rpo rate  v i ews o r  op i n i on s  and  w i l l  d i s ­
co u rage dogma t i sm i n  i t s membe rs . A l l v i ew and  no 
v i ews w i l l  be g r i s t to our p a rt i cu l a r m i l l ,  fo r we 
con s i de r  that by the open debate  o f  t heo r i e s a r i s i ng 
f rom c r i t i ca l  obs e r va t i on we s ha l l a r r i ve u l t i ma te l y  
a t  a be t te r  unde r s t an d i ng o f  t ru t h 1 1 •  The As soc i a­
t i on hopes to ha rne s s  and  coo rd i n a t e  ex i s t i ng peop l e  
and  g roups who a re cu r re n t l y  engaged i n  act i ve re­
sea rch but who a re i so l a ted  and unawa re of wha t  
o t he rs a re do i ng .  

ASSAP i s  d i s s em i na t i ng i t s f i nd i ngs  t h rough i t s news ­
l e t te r- s t y l e  AS SAP News and t he t hough t - p rovok i ng 
qua r te r l y ,  Common G ro un d , ed i ted by Kev i n  McC l u re . 

Wha t  make s AS SAP d i f fe re n t  f rom wh a t  has  gone on be­
f o re i n  B r i t i sh u fo l og y ?  Ma i n l y  two t h i ngs : i t s 
s t re s s  on a s c i en t i f i c  b u t  open - m i nded app roach to 
resea rch , and i t s expanded i n t e rd i s c i p l i na r y  p ro­
g ram wh i ch unde r t akes to  exam i ne a v a r i e ty of anoma­
l ou s  phenomena , an app roach wh i ch may l ead to g rea t ­
e r  i n s i gh t s  t h an j us t  re s t r i c t i ng i t se l f  t o  U FOs . 

F u r t he r  i n fo rma t i on may be ob t a i ned f rom t he ASSAP 
Membe rsh i p  Sec re t a ry :  J an i ce Bagn a l l ,  6 Co l wyn  
Ho use , Cos se r S t ree t , Lon don S E l 7BY , Eng l and . 
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B Y  KENN E T H  E U G EN E  FIRE S T ON E  & RON ALD L .  FIRE S T ON E  

CON T RIBUTIN G  W ORK B Y  WIL LI AM H. S P AULDIN G  

A no teworthy UFO si ght ing occu rred on April 

2 4 , 1964 , j u st o u t si de of Socorro , New 
Mexi co , and provi des an excel l an t  exampl e 

of confu sed di stor t i on of the fac t s  sur­
rounding thi s t ype of inci den t .  Socorro , 

l i ke man y  other cl assi cal UFO case s ,  i s  con­
si dered by man y  saucer re searcher s to be 

one of the " be t ter "  even t s  i n  the hi story 
of the UFO en i gma. Thi s  fact i s  wel l docu ­

men ted by the number of researchers that 
have endorsed thi s inciden t .  The Socorro 
case , besides provi di ng su ch convi ncing 
evi den ce of ex t raterre st ri al vi si tors to so 
man y  UFO organi z at i on s/re searcher s, i s  the 
onl y occupan t  case of the 1960 s whi ch the 
con servat i ve ufol ogi st accept s .  

Thi s  accept ance was based on the "Keyhoe 
The si s" , whereas, the past Di rector of NICAP 
(Nat i on al Inve st i gat i on s  Commi t t ee on Aeri al 
Phenomenon) st ated and argued i t  was " ac­
ceptabl e "  to bel i eve in nu t s  and bol t s  

fl y i ng saucers bu t i t  was prepo st erou s to 
cl aim the exi stence of the cre at ures who 
are pi l o t i ng these " craft s" . The materi al 
for thi s narrat i ve was obt ained from the 

fi l es of the Ai r Force ' s  invest i gation , the 
Hynek report , the wri t i ngs of NICAP and 
o ther UFO organ i z at i on s ,  a s  wel l as the in­
tervi ews wi th the wi tness - Offi cer Lonn i e  
Zamora. These mul t ipl e  sources represen t 

a wi de dat a base and are very simi l ar i n  
con ten t , y e t  di fferen t i n  thei r concl u si on s. 

THE SIGHTING 

A t  5 : 45 ( MST ) , on Ap r i l 24 , 1964 , o f f i ce r 
Lon n i e  Zamo ra  of  the Soco r ro po l i ce depa r t ­
men t  obse rved a speed i n g veh i c l e  a n d  execu t ­
e d  p u rsu i t i n  h i s  pa t ro l  ca r. Wh i l e  he was 
chas i ng the speed i ng a u to, h i s  a t ten t i on was 
i n te r rup ted by a 1 1 roa r and  a f l ame i n  the 
sky1 1 • The f l ame was app rox i ma te l y one m i l e  
sou th of  the c i t y 1 i m i ts and  abou t � of  a 
m i l e  f rom h i s  pos i t i on .  At  tha t momen t 
Zamo ra desc r i bed the f l ame as 11b l u i sh and  
so r t  o f  o range i n  co l ou r1 1 • He a l so repo r ted 
tha t ' 'he d i d  not  not i ce any obj ect a t  the 
top 1 1  of  the f l ame . He sa i d  he d i d  not  v i su­
a l i ze any smoke , but  d i d  observe wha t may 
have been d ust nea r the bo t tom of the f l ame .  
The wea the r  repo r t  subst an t i a tes tha t i t  was 
c l ea r, sunny  and  w i n dy, w i th a n umber of  
sca t te red c l ouds du r i n g the al l eged s i ght i ng .  

The w i t ness desc r i bed the no i se of  the 
U FO as a 1 1 roa r i n g sound11 • He a l so i n terj ec­
ted tha t the no i se q u i ck l y  mod i f i ed a nd  
chan ged f rom a h i gh f req uen cy to a l owe r f re­
q uen cy and  ab r up t l y  stopped w i th i n ten sec­
onds . Zamo ra ' s  con cern  was a sma l l shed 
o u ts i de o f  town, used to s to re dynam i te  � ich 
he thought may have b l own up , accou n t i n g fo r 
the no i se and  f l ames. I mmed i a te l y  Zamo ra 
aban doned chase of  the speed i ng au to and  
t u rned off  on to  the rough road  tha t l ed i n  
the d i rec t i on of  the shed ( an d  the UFO ) . 
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Due to the ha rsh te r ra i n, i t  took Zamora 
ove r one m i n ute to a r r i ve at a good v i s i ­
b i l i ty po i nt whe re the shed could be observ­
ed. Wh i le look i ng  to the southwest, the 
w i tnes s s aw a sh i ny obj ect i n  the d i stan ce, 
app rox i mate l y 800 feet away. The obj ect ap­
pea red to be  s i t t i ng i n  a shal l ow g ul l y 
when Zamo ra stopped fo r a few seconds  to 
look at i t . He des c r i bed the obj ect as  be­
i n g ' 'wh i te i n  calo r and  a l um i n um i n  con ­
struct i on, g i v i ng the appea ran ce o f  a ca r 
tu rned up r i ght on i ts t r u n k". Gett i n g back  
i nto h i s sq uad  ca r, the w i tnes s s a i d  he s aw 
two peop l e  i n  wh i te cove ra l l s ve ry c l ose  to 
the obj ect. One o f  the f i g u res appea red to 
look d i rect l y at Zamoa ra ' s  app roach i n g  ca r 
an d appa rently was somewhat sta rt l ed, a s  
the f i g u re seemed to q u i ck l y j ump up. The 
w i tnes s stated l ate r, that he only obse rved 
the two humano i d s fo r l es s  than  th ree 
secon ds  a nd  that no deta i l s  we re d i s cern i b l e. 

The "pe rson s "  appea red no rma l i n  p ropo r­
t i on, except they we re pos s i b l e sma l 1 adults 
o r  l a rge j uven i l es.  Z amo ra sta rted to d r i ve 
towa rds  the obj ect, h i s v i ew wa s i nterm i t­
ten t l y b l ocked by the rug ged ter ra i n. 
F i nal l y  Zamo ra rea ched a f l attened mes a  
a rea , close to the obj ect . Nea r th i s  mes a  
i s  a b road b ut sha l l ow g ul l y ten feet be l ow 
the l eve l o f  Zamo ra ' s  pa rked ca r .  As the 
w i tnes s got out of  h i s veh i c l e  and  sta rted 
to wa l k  towa rd  the obj ect, he hea rd a l ou d  
r o a r . The n o  i s e  s t a r t e d a t  a l ow f r e  q u e n  c y 
and  q u i ckly rose i n  vo l ume and  p i tch. At 
the same t i me ,  he s aw a flame com i n g f rom 
u n de r  the obj ect . The obj ect began  to move , 
ve ry slowly at f i rst , an d g radually i n c rea s ­
e d  i ts accelerat i on an d alt i tude . The 
flame , now ve ry v i s i b l y  wa s l i ght blue i n  
ca l o r w i th strea ks of  o range . Z amo ra ex­
pla i ned late r  th at he fea red th at the ob­
j ect was go i n g to explode , so he ran back  
towa rds  h i s veh i cle . I n  h i s  ha ste and  fea r ,  
he b umped i nto the ca r l os i ng h i s p res c r i p ­
t i on g l a s ses, wh i ch he d i d  not stop to re­
cove r. He ran a p p rox i mate l y 200  feet f rom 
the g u l l y, b ut occa s i on a l l y g l a n ced back  at 
the obj ect. 

S u dden l y ,  the roa r stopped a nd  began to 
em i t  a h i gh p i tched wh i ne. Then the obj ect 
became s i l ent and  sta rted to move i n  a 
southweste r l y  d i rect i on at  an a l t i tude o f  
app rox i mate l y ten feet a bove the g round. 
l t  seemed to c l ea r  the dyn am i te shack by 
on l y  th ree feet an d took o f f  a c ro s s  the 
country - s i de, fol l ow i ng c l o se l y  the contou r 
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of  the g roun d . Zamo ra ran back  to h i s ca r, 
p i cked up h i s g l a s ses  an d ca l led i nto head­
q ua rte rs .  He to l d  the rad i o  d i s patcher  to 
l ook out the w i n dow to t ry to s pot the mov­
i ng obj ect, " s i m i la r  to that of a ba l l oon". 
The d i s patche r neve r s aw the obj ect, as h i s 
a rea of  v i ew wa s oppos i te that of  the ob­
j ect ' s d i rect i on of  fl i ght. 

Zamo ra ' s  des c r i pt i on of  the obj ect wa s 
extreme l y  vag ue, howeve r, he had the fo re­
s i ght to d raw two s ketches of the obj ect, 
one show i ng how i t  appea red f rom a d i stan ce 
of 800 feet an d the othe r f rom a d i stan ce 
of 1 00 feet , h i s c l osest p rox i m i ty to the 
obj ect. The f i rst s ketch shows an  egg- shap­
ed  obj ect wh i ch i s  stan d i ng up r i ght, atop 
two l eg s  t hat s l ant outwa rd. The tota l t i me 
ava i l ab l e  to the w i tnes s fo r the observat i on 
of  the obj ect d u r i ng the " c l ose en counte r" 
po rt i on o f  the s i ght i ng, wh i ch i n cludes the 
t i me Zamo ra stepped out o f  h i s ca r unt i l 
the "ma ch i ne" depa rted, was app rox i mately 
twenty f i ve secon ds.  

Howeve r, d u r i ng much of  th i s  t i me, he was  
w i thout g l a s ses. Zamo ra d i d  ment i on one ob­
v i ou s  deta i l, he repo rted observ i ng an  ' i n ­
s i g n i a '  i n  the m i dd l e  of  the UFO. He d rew 
the i n s i gn i a  i mmed i ate l y  a fte r the i n c i dent. 
l t  revea l s  a symbo l o f  a n  a r row i n  a ve rt i ca l  
pos i t i on, en c l osed f rom above by a sem i C i r ­
c l e  and  f rom be l ow by an  appa rent ho r i zonta l 
ba r. The symbo l meas u red app rox i mate l y 
e i ghteen i n ches s q ua re. The i n s i g n i a  appea � 
ve ry te r restr i a l  i n  i ts des i gn, b ut i ts t rue 
i dent i f i cat i on has yet to be determ i ned. 

W i th i n  the a rch i ves of the Un i ted S t ates 
A i r Fo rce f i les on the study of the U FO 
phenomenon, we f i n d a t r i p  repo rt by D r  J .  
A l  l en Hy nek the USAF ' s  adv i so r  on the s u�ec t . 
H i s repo rt on the v i s i t to Soco r ro, fou r  
days a fte r the s i ght i n g, s a i d  the i n c i dent 
wa s ' 'one of the maj o r  UFO s i ght i n g s  i n  the 
h i sto ry of  the A i r Fo rce ' s  con s i de rat i on of  
th i s  s ubj ect" . D r  Hy nek s pent on l y  one day 
v i s i t i n g the s i t e and  i nte rv i ew i ng the w i t­
nes s , d ue to a p rev i ou s  engagement the fo l ­
low i ng day . Hy nek retu rn ed  fo r a second  
v i s i t fou r months l ate r wh i ch wa s a s  b r i ef 
a s  the f i rst v i s i t. Hy nek ' s  i nterv i ew w i th 
the news w i re se rv i ces q uoted h i m  as  s ay i ng 
that the Soco r ro i n c i dent " i s  one of  the 
soundest , most  s ubs t ant i ated repo rts a s  fa r 
a s  i t  goes. M r  Zamo ra ' s  sto ry i s  s i mp l y  
to l d ,  ce rta i n l y  w i thout any i ntent to pe r­
petrate a hoax". 
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The Soco r ro i n c i den t had  been repo r ted by 
a s i ng l e  po l i ce o f f i ce r  ( Zamora ) a nd  d i d  
d i rect l y  a n d  i n d i rect l y  i n vo l ve o t her  law 
en fo rcemen t o f f i ce rs . However ,  t he s i g h t ­
i nd does v i o l a te t he Hynek p re req u i s i te . 
Th i s  p re req u i s i te s i mply st a ted , cons i sts 
of  componen ts  t h a t  fo rm t he f un d amen t als o f  
a "good"  UFO repo r t  wh i ch i n cludes ;  mult i ple 
w i t nesses , phys i ca l  ( t r ace)  ev i den ce an d a 
h i gh st rangeness i ndex ra t i ng .  

O r  Hy nek was obv i ous l y i mp ressed w i t h  
t he repo r t  an d t he s i n ce r i ty o f  t he w i t ness . 
l t  can  be determ i ned by t he b i ts of  cu rso ry 
ev i den ce t ha t  1 1somet h i n g 1 1 d i d  l an d  i n  
Soco r ro ,  b u t  to d a te on l y  Zamo ra has su r fa c­
ed as a w i t ness to t h i s  even t .  I n  v i ew o f  
t he Hy nek p re req u i s i te  of  mu l t i p l e  w i t ness­
es to su ch even ts , i t  un fo r t un a te l y  l eaves 
us w i t h  h a v i ng to p l a ce a h i gh rel i ab i l i t y 
facto r on  t he accu racy of  Zamo ra 1 s repo r t . 

l t  can  be sta ted t h a t  O r  Hy nek , d u r i n g 
h i s i n vest i ga t i on found  t he i n c i den t ac­
cep t able to  h i s c r i te r i a ,  by meet i ng two of  
t he t h ree necessa ry req u i remen ts , as w i t nes­
sed by h i s t r i p  repo r t  to t he A i r Fo rce an d 
h i s subseq uen t w r i t i n gs on t he subj ec ts. 

B u t  was add i t i on a l i n fo rma t i on ove r l ook­
ed on t he case t ha t  cou l d  have been ob t a i n ­
ed w i t h  fu r t her  i nvest i ga t i on ?  We must re­
g ress to t he i n i t i al i n vest i ga t i ons to a n ­
swe r t h i s  q uest i on .  

THE INVE STIGAT I ON 

Sauce r  resea rche rs ,  Ray S t an fo rd  of  N I CAP, 
J i m a nd  Ca ro l  Lo renzen of AP RO a nd  Cap t a i n  
Ho l de r  of  t he A i r Fo r ce we re j ust a few o f  
t he pe rsons t h a t  v i s i ted Soco r ro fo r t he 
pu rpose o f  ob t a i n i ng ad d i t i ona l i n fo rma t i on. 
Each of t he i n vo l ved p a r t i es ,  u n fo r t u na te l y  
repo r ted a d i f fe ren t sto ry. Vast d i sc rep­
anc i es we re repo rted i n  t he  n umbe r of 1 1 l a n d ­
i ng pa ds1 1 ,  t he sha pe o f  t hese g round  ma rk­
i n gs , t he rea ct i ons (or  a c t i ons) o f  t he two 
c rea t u res , j ust to men t i on a few. The ac­
cou n ts a re a l  1 d i f fe ren t and  va r i ed f rom 
t he o r i g i na l  a ccoun t  as ob t a i ned f rom t he 
w i t ness. Th i s  does not i mp l y  t h at  Z amo r a  
d i d  n o t  en coun te r  a st range obj ect i n  t he 
dese r t , i t  on l y  "sets t he st age1 1 fo r t he 
ac t ua l i t y o f  t he s i g h t i ng .  

Be i ng a 1 1 class i ca l 1 1 U FO s i g h t i n g a l on g  
w i t h  i n vo l v i ng a repu t able l aw of f i ce r , 
t he re i s  no won de r n ume rous persons i n vest i -

g ated t h i s  i n c i den t .  Th rough  these i n vest i ­
g a t i ons , c i v i l i an resea r chers h ad hopes of  
co l l ec t i ng substan t i al ev i den ce t h a t  wou l d  
en able t hem t o  so l ve t he myste ry beh i n d t he 
Soco r ro even t .  B u t  i n  t he p rocess man y d i f­
fe ren t assump t i ons an d con clus i ons we re 
based on t he resu l ts o f  t he i r i n vest i ga t i o ns, 
ma k i ng i t  d i f f i cult fo r t he pub l i c  to d i s­
ce rn f act  f rom f i ct i on .  

F rom wh i ch one o f  t hese con clus i ons do 
you j ump t he bo rde r l i ne to t he t ru t h ?  I n  
cases such as t he al l eged UFO a t  Soco r ro ,  
t here may never be su f f i c i en t  ev i den ce fo r 
t he resea rche� to con f i rm t h e i r assump t i ons . 
B u t  i n fo rma t i on can be der i ved f rom b i ts of  
clues ma k i ng i t  eas i e r fo r a log i ca l  answe r 
to  be fo rmula ted . The re i s  some st ron g  
ev i den ce recen t l y  d i scove red b y  G SW ,  I n c . , 
t h a t n a r rows down t he o r i g i n  o f  t he a l ­
leged UFO i n  q uest i on .  

ON THEOR I E S AND OTHER IDE AS 

N ume rous p ro-sauce r resea r chers h ave 
st rongly upheld t he theo ry t h a t  t he Soco r ro 
i n c i den t rep resen ts a v i s i t a t i on f rom ou t e r  
space , beca use o f  t he overwhe l m i ng vo l ume 
of  ev i den ce . B u t  i s  t h i s  case t h a t  sou n d ?  
l t  i s  unq uest i on ab l e  t h a t  1 i fe ex i sts e l se­
whe re i n  t he  Cosmos . Howeve r ,  i t ' s  a q uan­
t um j ump to assume tha t  t h i s  1 i fe is  v i s i t ­
i n g E a r t h . Though t he sc i en t i f i c  commun i ty  
ret a i ns no con c l us i ve p roof of l i fe i n  ou ter  
space , one must not d i sm i ss t he vastness of  
t he un i ve rse and  t he  coun t l ess n umbe r of  
p l anets that  may sust a i n  i n tel l i gen t 1 i fe 
fo rms. Does the Soco r ro i n c i den t rep resen t 
a v i s i t a t i on f rom o u t e r  spa ce? 

l t  is h i gh l y i mp robab l y  d ue to many fac­
to rs .  One of  the obv i ous nega t i ve fa c to rs 
1 i es w i t h  t he unsoph i st i ca t i on of  t he  obj ect 
desc r i bed i n  t he Soco r ro 1 1 l an d i ng 1 1 •  Th i s  
veh i c l e  was appa ren t l y  powe red by l i q u i d  o r  
so l i d  p rope l l an t  a nd  j udg i ng by the s i ze of  
t he pu rpo r ted c ra f t , i ts f l i g h t  d u ra t i on 
a nd  capab i l i ty wou l d  ce r t a i nly have been 
1 i m i ted . We h ave an appa ren t a l um i n um- l ook­
i ng ( const ructed )  veh i c l e  t h a t  was desc r i bed 
as vo i d  o f  an a t mosphe r i c  en t ry ( hea t )  
sh i e l d and  w i t ho u t  su ch a p ro tec t i ve dev i ce ,  
descen t t o  E a r t h  f rom space wou l d  no t be 
feas i ble . I f  UFOs a re ext ra te r rest r i a l , 
t hen t he p rocedu re fo r en te r i n g t he Ea r t h 1 s  
a t mosphere wou l d  b e  t he same fo r t he ter­
rest r i al spacec r a f t . Phys i cal laws a re not  
eas i l y  mod i f i ed and  i t 1 s dou b t f u l that  U FOs 
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have dev i ces tha t cou l d  defy these l aws , 
w i thou t dev i a t i ng to w i l d  conj ec t u re. 

Fo r examp l e ,  l ook  a t  the ef fo rt  i t  re­
q u i red of  the U n i ted S t a tes to  emp l oy i ts 
p rec i s i oned mach i nes to reach the moon . 
When one dwe l l s  on the feas i b i l i t y o f  the 
Soco r ro c ra f t  ca pab l e  of  descen d i n g to 
Ea rth f rom e i the r a l a rge r mo the rsh i p  o r  
f rom the vastness of  spa ce i tse l f ,  i t  i s  
mo re 1 i ke l y tha t  Z amo ra d i d  not  obse rve an  
ext ra te r rest r i a l  veh i c l e .  Howeve r ,  the 
poss i b i l i t y of  the Soco r ro c ra f t  be l ong i ng 
to the U n i ted S t a tes shou l d  not  be shun ned . 

The re appea rs to be some e l emen ts of  
cove r- up  pe rmea t i ng throughout  the en t r re 
Soco r ro i n vest i g a t i on .  When the resu l ts of  
the so i l  test , poss i b l y con t am i n a ted by the 
res i due o f  the veh i c l e ' s  f ue l , we re req uest ­
ed fo r rev i ew by the c i v i l i an i n vest i ga t o rs ,  
the A i r Fo rce ref used t o  p rov i de th i s  da t a .  
S u re l y ,  i f  noth i n g ha d been d i scove red , i t  
wou l d  have been a w i se pa l i t i ca l  move on 
beha 1 f  of the gove rnmen t to su bm i t to th i s  
req uest . 

GSW has a l ways assumed tha t  a phys i ca l 
c ra f t  descended on the ou tsk i r ts of  Soco r ro 
due to some st rang  ev i den ce and  the m i  1 i t a ry  
den i a l s  such as the chem i cal tests .  Con ­
ve rse l y ,  the re a re some pe rsons who fee l 
tha t the Soco r ro i n c i den t was a comp l ete 
hoax , one of these i nd  i v i  dua 1 s is the renown 
U FO i nvest i ga to r  Ph i l i p K l ass . I n  h i s  book 
" U FOs Expl a i ned", K l ass exam i nes the even t 
and  a t tempts to est ab l i sh l og i cal con c l u ­
s i ons to the va r i ous segmen t s  o f  the s i ght ­
i ng .  The fo l ] ow i n g i s  a b r i e f an a l ys i s  of  
these effo rts : 

1 .  K l a s s  q ue s t i on s  t he d i s c repa n c i e s o f  the 
pad  " l and i n g"  ma rks found at  the s i te 
and asked Sg t .  Chavez of  the New Mex i co 
S t a te Pa l i ce to desc r i be the i r appea ran ce. 
Chavez , us i n g a sma l 1 shove l , dug  i n to 
the g ro un d , ma k i n g a U-sha ped i mp ress i on 
s i m i l a r to  the a c t ua l ma rk i ngs . Klass 
feels th i s  fu l l y exp l a i ns the ma rk i n gs , 
and the refo re con c l uded that  the pad i m­
p ress i ons we re man u fa ct u red by a shove l . 

GSW RES PONS E :  K l ass fa i l ed t o  men t i on i n  
h i s  resu l ts that the g round  ma rk i n gs we re 
t i ght l y  packed , t o  such a deg ree tha t they 
cou l d  on l y  have been caused by a fo rce o f  
a heavy obj ec t , much g rea te r than  tha t  o f  
a shove 1 .  
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2 .  K l ass fu rther  q ues t i ons why the ma rks 
we re unsymmet r i ca l .  

G SW RESPON S E : The veh i c l e  may have posses­
sed a t rapezo i da l  set o f  l and i ng gea r ,  wh i ch 
be i n g adap ted i n  an  of f -set d i sp l acemen t 
would exp l a i n  why the ma rks we re unsymmet r i ­
ca l i n  appea ran ce . Poss i b l y  the cen t re of  
g rav i ty of  the veh i c l e  cou l d  have been off­
set , that i r reg u l a r  s i zed l and i ng gea r wou l d  
ha ve been ut i l i zed to c rea te stab i l i t y when 
the veh i c l e  l an ded on rough ter ra i n .  

3. K l ass fu rther ponders on the fact  tha t  
many of  the b ushes i n  the a l l eged l an d in g 
s i te ,  su r round i ng the a rea , we re not a f ­
fected b y  the f l ame com i ng f rom the ob­
j ect.  

G SW RESPON S E : H i sto r i ca l  reco rds of s i m i l a r 
c ra f t , used i n  the l and i n gs on t he moon , 
w i th s i m i l a r th rusts , a re equ i pped w i th b l ast 
def l ec t o rs .  These def l ec t o rs d i m i n i sh the 
ef fec t of  the th rust bu rn away f rom the bot ­
tom of the veh i c l e ,  wh i ch i n - t u rn ,  wou l d  not 
bu rn the veget at i on i n  the i mmed i a te a rea , 
m i n i m i z i n g th i s  a f fect . 

4 .  F i n a l l y , K l ass fee l s  tha t th i s  i n c i den t 
was a hoax  pe rpet ra ted by some of  the 
town membe rs to b r i n g i n  tou r i sts , as to 
g i ve l oca l b us i ness a b i g  "boost " .  

G SW RES PON S E :  l t  i s  t rue tha t  money t rans­
act i ons we re rap i d l y  be i ng made between the 
cu r i o us s i ghtsee rs and  the me rchan ts due 
to th i s  i n c i den t ,  but th i s  was on l y  sho rt -
1 i ved and  i t  d i d  not have a l ong- l ast i ng 
effec t on the 1 i ve l yhood of  the Soco r ro b us i ­
ness commun i t y .  The Soco rro U F O  wo u l d  ha rd­
l y  be the method to a t t ract  b us i ness to th i s  
sma l l town . 

Some of  the con clus i ons reached by Ph i l i p 
Klass a re l og i ca l  and  can not eas i l y  be d i s­
pu ted , howeve r ,  much of  h i s  i n vest i g at i on i s  
p red i cated on conj ect u re and  many o f  h i s  own 
conc l us i ons not q uan t i t a t i ve l y based , as i s  
the case w i th most U FO resea rch .  

THE RE - I NVEST I GAT I ON 

The re a re n ume rous poss i b i l i t i es of  wha t 
the Soco r ro c ra f t  cou l d  have rep resen ted . 
The q uest i ons tha t  a r i se ,  i n c l ude , where d i d  
the veh i c l e  o r i g i n a te  and  was th i s  even t 
pa rt o f  the Gove rnmen t ' s  man i pu l a t i on of  
the U FO phenomenon ? P r i o r to  answe r i n g  
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these q uest i ons , we f i rst must reg ress to  
the beg i n n i ng o f  the most recen t i nvest i ­
g a t i on i n t o  t he case . 

I n  the ea rly sp r i ng o f  1 98 1 , G SW i nves t i ­
g a t o rs rev i s i ted the Soco r ro s i te . As pa r t  
o f  the f i eld k i t ,  t hey b ro ught came ras and  
a "scale" d raw i n g of  the alleged i ns i gn i a  
Z amo r a  repo r ted t o  have seen on  t he depa r t ­
i ng UFO. Wh i le a n  i nvest i ga t o r  was p repa r ­
i ng the camera  eq u i pmen t fo r use , the o t he r  
was pos i t i on i ng h i mself 120 feet d i st an t  
w i th the i ns i gn i a  eleva t ed a t  a he i gh t  o f  
a p p rox i mately twen t y  feet. Pho tog raphs were 
t aken o f  the red i ns i gn i a  on the wh i t i sh 
b a ck g rou n d  ca rdboa r d. The results  of  the 
p i c t u res were d i scou rag i n g ,  as t he i ns i g ­
n i a  was ba rely d i sce rn i ble. Bot h  i nvest i ­
g a to rs later  commen ted , u pon rev i ew o f  the 
p i c to r i al da t a , tha t i f  they we re not awa re 
of wha t  they we re v i ew i n g i t  would have 
been d i f f i cult t o  i den t i fy p rec i sely the 
det a i ls suppl i ed by Z amo ra. 

Both resea r che rs possess 20/20 v i s i on 
a nd  do not  rely on  t he a i d  o f  glasses . Re­
membe r i ng that  Z amo r a  ha d only seve ral se­
con ds to v i ew t he i ns i gn i a ,  was h i ghly 
f r i ghtened an d had lost h i s  p resc r i p t i on 
glasses , we must  q uest i on whether  Zamo ra 
was con vey i ng the act ual i t y of t he ma rk i ng 
o r  whethe r  he was even accu rate  i n  h i s  p re­
v i o us desc r i p t i on .  The same q uest i ons a re 
rela t i ve t o  the obse rva t i on of  the two pu r ­
po r ted humano i ds .  Was Zamo ra poss i bly over­
sensa t i on al i z i ng the i n c i den t ?  At  a d i s­
t an ce of  800 feet the humano i ds would ha rd ­
ly be  d i st i ng u i sha ble. 

As the i nvest i ga t o rs we re leav i n g the 
ac t ual s i te , they not i ced an  a rea app rox i ­
ma tely 1 �4 m i les away , wh i ch gleamed i n  
the sunl i ght . Ex t ract i ng b i nocula rs f rom 
the i r veh i cle , they v i ewed wha t appea red 
to be an aban doned a i rc r a f t  j un kya rd . Later, 
they d i scove red tha t  the a i r c r a f t  we re pa r t  
o f  the p rope r t y  o f  a local techn i cal school 
- New Mex i co I nst i t u te  o f  M i n i n g and  Tech­
nology . Th i s  i n fo rmat i on was ob t a i ned f rom 
a cle rk  who wo r ks fo r the C i t y Cou r t  system. 
He wa rned the resea rche rs not  to en ter  the 
sto rage a rea , because two men we re recen t -
ly con v i cted o f  b rea k i n g i n t o  th i s  p roper ty . 
G SW 1 s  team became cu r i ous and  dec i de d  a 
close r look  a t  the a rea was wa r ran ted. 
They t r avel led on a road through the tech­
n i cal school • s  campus an d came to a ba r r i ­
cade wh i ch read 1 1 Keep Ou t 1 1 • 

Walk i ng some d i st an ce away f rom the road 
they fou n d  a po i n t a t  wh i ch the con ten ts of  
the sto rage a rea could be  v i ewed . To  the i r 
amazemen t ,  the a rea con t a i ned a la rge va r ­
i et y  o f  both  segmen t ed an d i n t ac t  a i r c r af t . 
There appea red t o  be some Navy and  Ma r i ne 
j et f i ghters , some Bell 1 1 X"  a i r c ra f t  a nd  a 
nose sec t i on o f  a la rge b all i st i c  m i ss i le .  
Some q uest i ons began  t o  su r fa ce con cern i ng 
a relat i on between the Soco r ro s i ght i ng 
a nd  the Tech school . 

The resea r chers hy pothes i zed t h a t  the 
Soco r ro UFO could have been the f ron t al 
sec t i on o f  a la rge a i r c ra f t  w i th i ts lan d ­
i ng gea r generated f rom the rema i ns f rom 
the i nner-st r uc t u ral componen ts  of an a i r­
c ra f t . There we re an  eno rmous amoun t o f  
spa re pa r ts  to const ruct  any type of  a i r­
fo i l. When g i v i ng th i s  i n fo rma t i on to 
G SW ' s  Resea rch S t a f f , t hey con t a cted Mr  C. B .  
Moore,  P ro fesso r o f  Atmosphe r i cs a t  the Tech 
school. M r  Moo re was asked when t he i n flux  
of  a i r c r a f t  a r r i ved a t  the school . He 
sta ted they we re pa r t  o f  the Term i n al E f­
fects P rog ram wh i ch began  i n  1 94 7 , b u t  tha t 
most o f  t he a r t i fa cts a r r i ved i n  t he ea rly 
f i f t i es .  Moo re d i d  not  elabo rate  on any  
o f  the a i r c ra f t/m i ss i le a r t i facts , no r would 
he p rov i de a ny i n fo rma t i on on the ef fect 
t ha t  the m i l i t a ry ( US Navy ) has had on the 
campus . He d i d  i n fe r  tha t he had i nvest i ­
gat ed the Soco r ro case on h i s  own a nd  feels 
tha t Zamo ra had seen a Lun a r  Excu rs i on 
Mod ule ( LEM ) , a ver t i cal t a ke-o f f  veh i cle 
des i g ned to descen d on the lun a r  su r face .  

We la ter d i scovered i n  f u r the r  conversa ­
t i ons w i th Moo re tha t the L EM p roj ect ha d 
been tested a t  the Tech school twelve mon ths 
a f ter  the Zamo ra s i ght i ng .  However ,  i f  the 
LEM veh i cle had been t ested d u r i ng the t i me 
of  the U FO s i ght i ng ,  then Moo re would have 
had reason to sta te  otherw i se ,  so as t o  
d i ve r t  the i nq u i s i t i ve away f rom the school. 
I f  t he Soco r ro c ra f t  was generated f rom New 
Mex i co Tech , then who b u i lt i t ? Some pos­
s i b i l i t i es ex i st : 

1 .  Fou rth  yea r college st uden ts awa re of  the 
test veh i cle and  a knowledge i n  ae ron au­
t i cs ;  

2 .  The U S  Navy was test i ng a s i m i la r  t ype 
c ra f t  s i mult aneous w i th the wo rk be i ng  
cond u cted a t  Edwa rds AFB i n  Cal i fo rn i a ;  

3 .  The m i l i t a ry and/o r ae rospace company 
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bu i l d i ng t h e  L EM 
was t es t i ng an d 
d u r i ng one  o f  i t s 
f l i g h t s  i t  expe r i ­
en c i e d mechan i ca l  
d i f f i cu l t i e s wh i ch 
caused  i t  t o  1 1 l an d  
ou t s i de o f  Soco r ro ,  
when Z amo r a  obse rv­
ed  h i s  U FO .  

I n  1 9 66  when 
Ph i l  i p  K l as s a s ked  
s c i en t i s t s  a t  t he 
s choo l i f  t hey h ad 
any  i n t e re s t i n  t he 
Soco r ro case  t hey 
empha t i ca l l y  s t a t e d  
t hey d i d  not . Th i s  
comp l e t e l y  con t ra­
d i c t s  t h e  s to ry 
t h a t  Moo re rece n t ­
l y  re l a t e d . D u r i n g 
Moo re 1 s  i n ve s t i ga­
t i on he s t a t e d  i n  a 
l e t t e r :  1 1We h ave no 
f u r t he r i n fo rma t i on 
no r con c l u s i on s  
a bo u t  t h i s  ( U FO ) 
repo r t 1 1 •  We can 
now a s s ume a n umbe r 
of  peop l e  we re u n ­
o f f i c i a l l y  i nvo l ved 
i n  t he i n ve s t i ga t i on 
o f  Soco r ro f rom t he 
T e c h s c h oo l . 

M r  Moo re , who 
p re v i ous l y  wo rke d 
fo r Gene ra l M i l l s 
Co rpo ra t i on i n  
1 9 49 , a t  t he Wh i te 
S a n d s  P rov i ng 
G roun ds , t racke d  a 
U FO on a t h eodo l i te 
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A p r i l  2 9 ,  1 9 8 1  

M r .  K e n n 2 t n  F i r e s  t o n e 
G S W  I n c .  R & I s t a f f  
4 2 1 4 w .  E a r· l l D r .  
P h o e n i x ,  A z . 8 5 0 1 9  

D e a r  M r .  F i r e s t o n e :  

I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  A ;> r i l  2 7 ,  1 9 8 1 , t h e 
T e rm i n a l  E f f e c t s P r· o g r a m h a s  b t! e n i n  o p e r a t i o n a t  t h i s 
I n s t i t u t e  s i n c e  1 9 4 7 .  M o s t  o f  t h e v a r i o u s  a 1 r c r a f t 
c o m p o n e n t s  t h a t  a r e u s e d  i n  t h e t e s t i n g h a v e  a r r i v e d i n  t h e 
p e r i o d s i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 5 0 ' s . 

T h e s e  a r e  t h e a n s w e r s  t o  t h e o n l y q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  I c a n 
e s t a b l i s h t h a t  y o u  h a v e  a s k e d . · 

I n  r e g a rd t o  t h e u n i d e n t i f i e d s i t i n g  b y  O f f i c e r  Z a m o r a  
i n  1 9 6 4 , I h a v e  i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h i s o n  auy o w n a nd c a n . a s s u r e  y o u  
t h a t  t h e r e i s  l i t t l e p r o b a b i l i t y t h a t  i t  h a d  a n y t h 1 n g t o  d o  
w i t h  s t u d e n t s o r  t h e I n s t i t u t e . I f  we c a n  b e l i e v e  O f f i c e r  
Z a m o r a  ( a n d t h e r e i s  n o  r e a s o n  e x c e p t  f o r t h e s t r a n g e n e s s  o f  
t h e o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d n o t } t h e n i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t h e  
s a w a L u n a r  L a n d i n g M o d u l e ( L E M )  b u t h i s o b s e r v a t i o n w a s a t  
l e a s t  1 2  m o n t h s  b e f o r e t h e  m o d u l e w a s f i r s t  t e s t e d  h e r e . 

W e  h a v e n o  f u r t h e r i n f o rm a t i o n n o r  c o n c l u s i o n s a b o u t  
t h i s r e p o r t . 

C B t� /  k a t  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

Cf5 tvfeo� 
c .  B .  ·M o o r e 
P r o f e s s o r ,  A t m o s p h e r i c  P h y s i c s 
3 n d  
C h a i r m a n , L a n g m u i r L a b o r a t o ry 

AN EQUAL OPPORTU N I TY/AF F I R MATIVE ACTION I NSTITUTION 

( h i gh - a l t i t u de t rack i ng s cope )  t rave l l i n g 
a t  a p u r po rt e d  1 8 , 000 m i l e s pe r hou r .  Th i s  
cou l d  exp l a i n  h i s  s l i g h t  i n t e re s t  i n  U FOs 
an d why he  i n ves t i g a t e d  the Soco r ro even t .  

to  t he deve l opmen t  o f  t he f i rs t a tom i c bomb . 
As was t he case  i n  p rev i ous  yea r s  and  s t i l l  
i s  t oday , c l andes t i ne m i l i t a ry te s t i ng i s  
be i ng con d uc ted  a t  t he re sea r ch cen t re a t  
A l amos . The i n s t a l l a t i on i s  l ocated  about  
1 30 m i l e s no r t h  no r t h - ea s t  of  Soco r ro .  New Mex i co Tech i s  j us t  one of  t h e  pos ­

s i b l e  s o u r ces  t o  t he o r i g i n  o f  t he Soco r ro 
U F O . The re i s  ano t h e r t heo ry wh i ch i s  u n de r 
c l ose  i n ves t i ga t i on by G SW , a t  Los A l amos , 
New Mex i co ,  whe re one of  t h e  mos t  con f i de n ­
t i a l  m i l i t a ry p roj ect s  occu r re d  i n  t he m i d ­
fo r t i es .  Th i s  was known a s  t he 1 1Ma n h a t t a n  
P roj e c t 1 1 , wh i ch w a s  t he code n ame g i ven  

2 0  

The re i s  un res t r i c ted  t e r ra i n  be tween Los 
A l amos  and  Soco r ro w i t h t he R i o  G ran de r i ve r  
l y i ng j us t  ea s t  o f  the  two town s . These 
facto rs  make i t  pos s i b l e  fo r a c r a f t  to  h�e 
been p i  l o ted f ram Los A 1 amos . I f  t he vehi ce 
wa s f l own a c ros s  t he  des e r t o r  a l ong  t he R i o  
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G r an de r i ve r  b an ks , wh i ch i n  e i t he r  case  
wou l d  have red uced fue l con s umpt i on a nd  
wou l d  h ave made  ma n�v rab i l i t y  easy , s i n ce 
t he  f l i gh t  pa t t e rn wou l d  h ave been a nea r 
s t ra i gh t  head i ng t owa rds  Soco r ro .  

I f  t he  Los A l amos t heo ry i s  t rue t hen  
t he c ra f t  wo u l d  h ave had  to  c ros s U S  H i gh ­
way 85 o r  I n t e rs t a t e  40 . I f  t h i s  was t h e  
case , why was n ' t  t he veh i c l e  obse rved b y  
pas s i n g mot o r i s t s on t hese  we l l - t rave l l ed 
h i g hway s ? One  a l t e rn a t i ve t o  t h i s  i s  t h a t  
t h e  U FO came f rom t he nea rby San d i a  Lab­
o ra t o ry i n s t a l l a t i on l ocat e d  n ea r K i r t l an d  
AFB , ( A l b uq ue rq ue ) wh i ch i s  a h i gh t e ch no­
l ogy  f i rm t ha t  deve l ops  e l e c t ron i cs a n d  
o t he r soph i s t i ca t e d  dev i ce s . I f  t h e  veh i ­
c l e  came f rom t he Sand i a  a rea i t  wo u l d  not  
have to be con ce rned  w i t h t he conges t e d  
a reas  mak i ng t h e  t e s t veh i c l e  nea r l y  u n ­
d e t e c t a b l e . 

I f  t h e  veh i c l e  d i d o r i g i n a t e  no r t h  of  
Soco r ro ,  i t  i s  pos s i b l e  t ha t  t he c ra f t  was 
not  a L EM- t y pe c ra f t . Le t ' s  a s s ume t ha t  
t he UFO  was anothe r t y pe o f  tes t veh i c l e ,  
one t h a t  wou l d  be  deve l oped  fo r m i l i t a ry 
p u r poses . Some o f  t h e  fun ct i on s  t h a t  t he 
mach i ne m i gh t  pos s e s s  i n c l ude : 

1 .  A veh i c l e  to  t e s t d u ra t i on ,  s peed a nd  
s t ab i l i t y o f  a f u t u re s pa ce o r  recon ­
na i s san ce m i s s i on ( FN 1 ) . 

2 .  A cou n t e r - mea s u re veh i c l e ,  l oaded w i t h  
soph i s t i ca te d  e l e c t ron i c  i n f i l t ra t i on 
sy s tems wh i ch wou l d  enab l e  i t  to  en t e r 
a se c re t  i n s t a l l a t i on ,  heav i l y  gua rded  
by rada r , a n d  pass  un de tec ted . Pos s i b l y  
t he obj ect i ve i n  t h i s  case  was t he Wh i t e 
S and s  M i s s i l e Range , wh i ch i s  l oca ted  
a s ho r t  d i s t an ce f rom Soco r ro .  The  i n ­
f i l t ra t i on s y s t em o r  E C M  ( e l e c t ron i c  
co un t e r mea s u res ) de v i ces on boa rd t he 
c ra f t  wo u l d  not  pe rm i t rada r beams t o  
de tect  i t ,  i n  a s i m i l a r manne r to  t h a t  
o f  t he recen t l y  p ub l i c i s ed  S tea l t h A i r ­
c ra f t , a p l ane  wh i ch i s  v i r t ua l l y  i nv i s i ­
b l e  t o  r ad a r  s y s t ems . 

Wh i l e e n ro u t e  to  i t s t a rge t t he veh i c l e  
expe r i en ced mechan i ca l  d i f f i cu l t i e s and  
des cended  on t he ou t s k i r t s  o f  Soco r ro ,  an d 
Zamo ra un fo r t un a t e l y  be came an  un s us pe c t i ng 
w i t ne s s . When t he res pon s i b l e  pa r t y  fo r 
t h e  U FO i n c i de n t  became awa re t h a t  t he 
• •veh i c l  e • • was ace  i den t  a 1 1  y ob se rved an d was 
repo r t e d  to Wh i te S an ds M i s s i l e  Base  pe rson -

ne l , t he i n c i de n t  was then cove red up  i n  a n  
a t t empt to  h i de t he tes t i ng . Th i s  i n  t u rn , 
c rea ted  a mys t e ry and  when  t he  U S  A i r Fo rce 
se r i ous l y  i n ves t i gated  t he eve n t  and  i n  a 
cu r so ry way s ugges ted  t h a t  t he  s i gh t i n g was 
re l a ted  to an unknown sou rce , t h e  rea ct i on 
by t he sa uce r resea r che r was ve ry pos i t i ve .  
I n d i re ct l y ,  t h i s  wou l d  amoun t to an enhanc­
i ng o f  t he  s au ce r my s te ry ,  i n  wh i ch t he U FO 
resea rche r s  i nadve r t en t l y wou l d  p l ay t he i r 
ro l e s .  The agen cy beh i n d t he s a uce r  man i p­
u l a t i on wou l d  have s u cceeded i n  d i ve r t i ng 
t he i nves t i ga t i on to  t he sou rce of  t he 
veh i c l e  and  f u r t he r  c reate  add i t i on a l i n ­
t e res t i n  s a u ce r  res ea rch . 

Ou r i nves t i ga t i on s  revea l ed t h a t  no-one 
at Wh i te S and s  had  any know l edge abou t t he 
L EM  t e s t s  i n  1 964 an d mos t  l i ke l y  they knew 
not h i ng abo u t  ou r hypo t hes i zed E CM veh i c l e ,  
due  to t he h i gh s e cu r i ty s ta t us o f  t h i s  
p roj ec t . 

Th i s  i s  a va l i d  a s s ump t i on ?  The w r i t e r s  
be l i eve i t  i s ,  e s pec i a l l y  i n  1 i gh t  o f  t he 
po l i cy t ha t s u r round s cove r t  t es t i ng .  To 
w i t :  I n  1 9 70 a 1 1 U F0 1 1 hove red i n  the New 
Mex i co s k i es exe cu t i ng a c roba t i c  manoeu v res  
a nd  f i g u re-e i gh t  fo rma t i on s  befo re f i n a l l y  
de s cen d i ng on to t he g rounds  of  Los A l amos  
by pa rach u t e . O f f i c i a l s  t he re we re dumb­
founded  as  to wha t  the con t rap t i on wa s o r  
whe re i t  may h ave o r i g i n a ted . l t  was l a te r 
de te rm i ned , t h a t  the  U FO was a h i gh a l t i t u de 
recon - d rone l au n ched by Wh i te Sands . O f f i ­
c i a l s  o f  the  m i l i t a ry den i ed t h i s  un t i l 
t hey we re f i na l l y  1 1 fo rced 1 1 to  re l ease  the  
fa c t s  due  to t he h i g h pub l i c i ty s u r round i ng 
the  eve n t  ( FN 2 ) . Tha t  was a t yp i ca l  case  
whe reby the  body- po l i t i c  and  ne i ghbo r i ng 
gove rnme n t  o f f i c i a l s had  no p r i o r know l edge 
o f  the  m i l i t a ry tes t . 

E D I TO R ' s NOTE : CAN YOU  I MAG I N E WHAT TH E 
I MPACT WOU L D  HAVE  B E EN I F  THE  DRONE  HAD 
B E E N  E QU I P P E D  W I TH AN E X PLOS I V E WARH EAD ?  

CONCLUSIONS 

Le t ' s  rev i ew the  pos s i b i l i t i e s of  t he  
Soco r ro i n c i den t as  re l a ted  to t he sou r ce 
o f  t h i s  1 1 c l a s s i ca l 1 1  U FO s i gh t i ng .  

A .  Hoax ; 

B .  An ext ra te r re s t r i a l  s p ace c ra f t ; 

C .  Lun a r excu r s i on Mod u l e  ( L EM )  te s t ;  
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D .  A c r ude a i r fo i l b u i l t  by t he s t uden t s  o f  
New Mex i co Tech ; 

E .  A m i l i t a ry t e s t > pos s i b l e  ECM  dev i ce ;  

F .  A cove r t  tes t con d u cted  by t he gove rn ­
men t  a n d  man i p u l a t e d  to enhance t he 
s a uce r  be l i e f  s y s tem .  

O f  a l l t he exp l an a t i on s  t he l eas t p l a u s ­
i b l e ,  to  t h i s  o rgan i za t i on ,  i s  t he hoax 
t heo ry . The re i s  s u f f i c i en t  ev i dence to 
s uppo r t t h a t  a s i g h t i n g ac t ua l l y  occu r red , 
wh i ch i n c l udes  h i s to r i ca l  d a t a  t h a t  ve ry 
l i t t l e  monet a ry ga i n  was a ch i eved f rom t h e  
Soco r ro i n c i de n t . 

The ext ra te r re s t r i a l  s pa cec ra f t  hypot he­
s i s  i s  t he ove rwhe l m i ng favo r i t e o f  many  
UFO  resea rche rs . Many  resea rche rs  en v i s i on 
t h i s  s i gh t i ng a s  t h e  f i r s t  of  n ume rou s  
l an d i n g s  o f  s pa ce s h i p s f rom a d i s t a n t 
p l an e t . Yet , w i t h a l l t he e f fo r t  exp i red 
on t h i s  case , t he on l y  t h i n g t h a t  can be 
p roven i n  a cu r so ry sense , i s  t h a t  some­
t h i ng wa s obse rved by Zamo ra . I t ' s  one 
t h i ng to h ave a s i g h t i n g of a n u t s  and  
bo l t s c ra f t , bu t  i t  i s  a b s u rd to c l a i m  t ha t  
t h i s  wa s an  obse rva t i on o f  a bon a f i de 
c ra f t  f rom a d i s t a n t  p l a ne t . Whe re i s  t h e  
p roo f ?  Wh e re i s  t he ev i den ce ? 

The U S  Gove rnmen t was con d u c t i n g tes t s  
o n  a LEM  veh i c l e  nea r t he gene ra l s i g h t i ng 
a rea a yea r a f te r t he Soco r ro s i gh t i n g .  
I s  i t  pos s i b l e  t h a t  t hese  tes t s  we re con ­
d uc t ed  p r i o r to t h a t  t i me and  t ha t  New 
Mex i co Te ch de l i be ra t e l y  fa l s i f i e d t h i s  
i n fo rma t i on to  s top i n ves t i g a to rs  f rom con ­
nec t i n g t he Soco r ro 1 1 U F01 1 to  t he s choo l ? 

The a i r c ra f t  s to rage a n d  dump y a rd a t  
New Mex i co Tech con t a i n s adeq ua te  ma t e r i a l s  
capab l e  o f  con s t r uc t i n g a c r ude Soco r ro­
t y pe U FO .  Wa s the UFO b u i l t  by t he schoo l ? 
To da te  no d a t a  has  s u r fa ced to q ua n t i fy 
t h i s  i n te re s t i n g pos s i b i l i t y .  One wou l d  
as s ume t h a t  t he dev i ce wo u l d  have s u r faced 
a f t e r a l  1 t hese  yea rs  or  t h a t  some co l l ege 
s t uden t  wou l d  h ave b ragged a bou t t he even t , 
i n  l i gh t  o f  a l l t he pub l i c i t y s u r round i ng 
t h i s  i n c i de n t . 

O u r gove rnme n t  h as h a d  s e c re t  p roj ect s 
t ra n s p i r i ng fo r yea r s .  l t  i s  en t i re l y  
feas i b l e  t h at t he Soco r ro U FO was a t e s t  
c ra f t  t ha t  j us t  deve l oped me chan i ca l  d i f ­
f i cu l t i e s .  F rom t h i s  po i n t t he man i pu l a -
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t i on hypo t hes i s  t akes ove r .  I n  t he  gove rn ­
men t ' s  c i r c l e o f  red t ape t he  s ame g roup  
res pon s i b l e  fo r the  s i gh t i ng i s  no t t he 
same one do i ng t he  s a uce r  i n ves t i ga t i on s . 
Th i s  way t he two p rog rams p roceed concu r­
ren t l y .  Ra t h e r  t ha n  expose  t he sec re t  p ro­
j ect  res pon s i b l e  fo r t he U FO even t , a r use  
i s  c rea ted  to  m i s l ead  bot h  t h e  m i l i t a ry 
i n ves t i g a t o r s  and  t he c i v i l i a n e n t h u s i as t . 
I n  e f fect , i t  i s  to t he advan t age of  t he 
g roup  man i pu l a t i ng t he s a uce r s  to p romote  
a few ' ' good ' '  cases  t han  i t  wou 1 d be  to  
s upp re s s  t he e n t i re s ubj ec t . 

J us t  remembe r t he even t s  t h a t  t ra n s p i r­
ed i n  t he Soco r ro case . The  US  A i r Fo rce 
and  t he i r top  con s u l t a n t  repo r ted t h a t  
Zamo ra wa s n o t  hoax i ng o r  l y i ng abo u t  t he 
s i gh t i ng .  The c i v i l i an U FO o rgan i za t i on s  
i mmed i a te l y  s ta r ted a s e r i e s o f  w i l d  hy­
potheses , i n fe r r i ng that  the  Soco r ro i n ­
c i de n t  was a bon a f i de v i s i t a t i on o f  a 
s paces h i p  w i t h c reat u res . Ph i l  i p  K l a s s , 
who tot a l l y  d i s c red i ted bo t h  of  t hese  
t heo r i e s ,  a t t emp ted  to  p rove a hoax was be­
i ng pe rpe t ra ted . He p robab l y  s hou l d  be  
g i ven c red i t  fo r com i n g c l os e s t  to  a l og i ­
ca l exp l an a t i on to  t he occu rence . 

As t he  reade rs  can see the re a re mo re 
un an swe red q ues t i on s  to t h i s  even t  t han 
have been s a t i s fac to r i l y  exp l a i ned  i n  a l l 
t he yea rs  fo l l ow i ng Zamo ra ' s  famous s i gh t ­
i ng .  The re i s  n o  way t h a t  sens i b l e  U FO 
re sea rche rs  can c l a i m  t h i s  s i g h t i ng a s  
so l i d  p roo f o f  t he ex i s tence of  ext ra t e r­
res t r i a l s .  Now i s  the  t i me fo r a l l se r i ­
ous  resea rche rs  to recon s i de r  the pas t  
theo r i es and  l ook  a t  t he s a uce r s aga . l t  
appea rs  to t he w r i t e rs  t h a t  t he U FO my s ­
t e ry mus t  b e  des c r i bed  as  a genu i ne psy­
cho l og i ca l - soc i a l phenomenon bo rn i n  mode rn  
t i mes . l t  i s  t i me to fo rget  the  v i v i d  
s pecu l a t i on s  a n d  v i ew t he con t i n u i ng my s ­
te ry f rom a mo re l og i ca l  v i ewpo i n t .  

NOTE S 

( F N 1 ) : D u r i n g t h e  l a t e r  p a r t  o f  1 9 6 3 , t h l! De fc n s e  

De p a r t me n t a n d  o t h e r  c u r �o r y a g e n c i e s l a u n c h e J  a j o i n t  
p rog ram , know n  a ::.  P ro j e c t  C l o u d  G a p , t o  l e a rn  f i r s t ­
h a n d  mo re abou t l h e p rob l ems o f  i n s pe c t i n g dt t d  e n f o r c i n g 

t h e  a rm� co n t ro l ag reeme n t s .  The me t l t o d s  i n c l u d e d  bo t h  
con v e n t i ona l a n d  h t q h l y  d e v e l opt�d i n s pe c. t i ot t  a i r c r a f t 

wh i ch we re con 11 e r L i y  t e s t E: d  t h roughou t t h e e n t i r e 

su u t hwes t .  

( F N2 ) : I n fo r ma t i on on t h i �  i n c i de n t  was s u p p l i e d b y  
t h e  P u b l i c  I n f o r mat i on O f f i c.e r  o f  t h e  Wh i t t� S a n J s  
M i s s i l e  R a n g e  du r i n g G SW ' s i n ve s t i g a t i on i n  t he S p r i n g 
o f  1 9 8 1 . 



UFOs AND THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE 

- THE INSIDE STORY 

� COP YRIGHT 1 9 8 2  - BILL CHALKER 

P A RT THREE {Continuing Bill Chalker ' s  
investigation} . 

PART 4 THE RAAF " UNIDE NTIFIED 
FLYING OBJE CTS - REPORTS OF SIGHT­

INGS FILE S . 

Despite a s s urances f rom the RAAF that 

" no thing that has a r i s en f rom that three 

o r  four percent of unexpla ined cases gives 

any f i rm s upport for the be l i e f  that inter­

lope rs f rom other places i n  thi s  wo r l d  o r  

out s i de i t  have b e e n  vi s i t ing us " ( 1 3 ) ,  
provocat ive events rema i n . Because o f  the 

RAAF ' s  commitment to checking out de fence 

imp l i cations in reports ,  thos e  event s out­

s ide the i r  brie f , me re ly go unresolved . 

Space a l lows us o n ly to ment ion o f  a 

sma l l  s e l ec tion of cas e s * .  

On Apri l  4 ,  19 7 5 , fol lowing g round ob­

s e rvat ion s , a p i lot of an a i rcraft ap­

proach ing Cai rn s  a i rport f rom the wes t , 

was asked by the towe r to look out for an 

un i dent i f ie d  ob j ect to the north . " VHF 
con t act CS Tower was severl y di stort ed 
pri or to rece i ving the me ssage of a forei gn 
obj ect i n  the area" . 

"A l i ght onl y  was vi sibl e - not the 
u sual ai rcraft l i gh t  ( l andi ng) but 
qui t e  powerfu l wi th a y el l ow col ­

o uring , wi th a wi de beam .  

" For several seconds i t  wou l d  osci l ­
l at e  thro u gh 10 ° t o  15 ° o f  hori zon ­
t al & verti cal pl an e s  gen tl y ,  b u t  
mai nl y appeared st at i onary . The 
vert i cal o sci l l at i on appeared to 
move i n  an arc , as i f  off-cen tre 

* Future pape rs w i l l  cove r other reports 

f rom the f i les . 

BY BIL L  CH AL KE R  

o f  the l ongi t udinal axi s  o f  an ai r­
craft . 

" Th e  sou rce of l i gh t  was not vi si ­
bl e unl e ss poi n t i ng di rect l y to­
wards the observer , appeari ng then 
wi th a l en s  approx . 3 t ime s di ame t er 
of a Boei ng 7 2 7  l andi ng l i gh t  l en s. 

" Du ring the l ast observat i on , smoke ,  
cl oud or some opaqu e substance ap­
peared i n  the beam .  It appeared some­
what darker and den ser than cloud . 

" Cockpi t duti es t ermi nat e d  the ob­

servat i on " .  

The RAAF inve s tigating o f f i c e r  indi cated 

that the l i ght was no know aircraft in 

f l igh t  and was " not compl etel y sati sfi ed 
that the obj ect described by . . . the pi lot , 
was th e pl an e t  Sat u rn " . However , it is 

Saturn that appears in the 19 7 5  S ummary as 

"a possibl e cau se " ! 

On Augus t 30 , 1 9 7 5 , the pi lot and co­

pi lot of an RAAF Neptune a i rcraft trans i ting 

up the Queens l and coa s t  at 3 , 000  fee t , j us t  

out t o  s ea o f f  Mackay , North Queens l and , 

witnessed a group o f  three l i ghts wh i ch pas­

sed in f ront o f  them . The l ights were about 

the s ame intens i ty as ave rage stars and were 

moving hori zonta l ly at high angular ve loc i ty . 

They appea red to be at the s ame altitude o f  

the ai rcraft . 

Fearing an imminent co l l i s ion , the p i lot 

banked to the l e ft " an d  commenced cl imbing 

u.s the l i gh t s  pa ssed down the st arboard si de; 

of the ai rcraft . The l i ght s  appeared to 
di sappear i n to cl oud above the cockpi t " .  

Durat ion approximate ly 1 0  - 1 5  seconds . 

"Ni l radar traces not ed by l OSQN ai rcraft 
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radar operator" . 

The inve s t igat ing o f f i c e r  con f i rmed 

that " both men are rel i abl e and t rai ned 
observers" and the case i s  l i s ted as "not 
known " . 

Poss ibly the mos t  intere s t ing o f  the 

reports f rom the RAAF f i l e s  re ai r craft 

obs e rvat ions , was a comp l ex o f  events play­

ed out near B r i sbane and Coo l angat t a , 

Que ens l an d , on the n i gh t  of Nove rmbe r  4 ,  

1 9 7 6 . The events are not ment ioned i n  the 

1 9 76 Summary . 

The Senior Area Approach Cont ro l l e r , 

B r i sbane A i rpor t , d i re cted detai l s  o f  the 

even ings events to the Orde r ly O f f i cer at 

Amber ley Air Force Base . The a c coun ts 
we re i n  t u rn pas s e d  on to the Inte l l igence 

L i a i son O f f i ce r  i n  Canberra . 

The f i r s t  report was made by the Duty 

Con t ro l l e r  at Coo l angatta Towe r .  At 1900 

hours he obs e rve d a s tat ionary l igh t chang­

ing back and forth f rom red to g reen ( pos­

s ibly s c int i l l at ion - B . C . ) . The cont ro l ­

ler dismi s s e d  the ob j ect as " unknown , pos­
si bl y a st ar" and took no further intere s t .  

B u t  th ings were soon ho t t i ng up con s i der­

ab ly . 

The c rew of an E l ectra t ran sport a i r­

c r a f t  observe d an ob j ect ma i n taining 

s t ation w i th them . The ob j ect aga i n  ap­

peared as a l i gh t changing between green­

red- g reen , but a fte r i t  appeared to move 

up and down i n  its po s i t ion , the UFO de­

parted to the south a t  approx imat ely one 

and a ha l f  t ime s the spe ed o f  the E l e ct ra . 

The capt ain wrote : 

" The obj ect was fi rst thought t o  be 

an RAAF A/C wi th aft erburner on, do­

i ng aerobat i c s, b u t  when se en to move 
in vert i cal z i g- z ag pat t ern s, ( i t) 
co ul d not po ssi bl y have been . 

" I t  moved rel at i ve to st ars - bel ow 
hori zon . At fi rst spe ed was sl i gh t ­

l y  great er than o u r s  then i ncreased 
to approximat el y  1 00% . Th en in the 
l ast few minu t e s  i ncreased rapi dl y 
to man y t imes our speed " . 

B r i sbane radar o s ten s ibly did not con­

f i rm the " unknown " .  I h ave s in ce inter-
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viewed the Captain o f  t h e  E le ct ra a n d  i t  

woul d  s eem that something qui te extraordin­

ary took place that n i ght ! 

Short ly afte r ,  the pi lot o f  a l ight a i r­

craft - a P iper Azt e c  - s ighted a red and 

green obj ect maint ain ing s t ation wi th h im 

for four minut es be fore fading f rom view . 

Both B r i sbane Radar an d the Meteoro logy 

Radar at Eagle F arm then began p i cking up 

un i dent i f ied returns that were s tat ionary 

to the East o f  B r i sbane . The Met Radar 

pi cked up two retu rn s  in c lose proximity , 

paint i ng about the s ame s i ze as an ai rcraft . 

One tracked south and f aded , the other went 

north and des cended to 10000 feet . It was 

on radar for some t ime . The RAAF report 

notes : " Th e  Me t radar operator l ikened the 

movemen t to that of a ship bu t sai d  they 

had never pai n t ed ships before i n  hi s man y  
years o f  experi ence at B N  (Bri sban e - B . C. ) " .  

The RAAF report e x  Amberly conc lude d : 

" The red-green obj ect vi su al l y  si ght ­

ed has be en assessed as mo st prob­
abl y the pl an et Venu s; the col ours 
etc. being cau sed by atmospheri c con­

di t i on s. Weather on the n i gh t  of 

the si gh t i ng was cl ear wi th no cl oud. 
Th e radar con t acts cou l d have been 

cau sed by duct i ng of the radar en­
ergy pai nt in g  ships at sea (a " no t  

al toge ther sat i sfactory expl an at i on "  
- the offi cer l at er wro t e - B . C . ) . 
DOT has confi rmed that they h ad no 
ci vi l  traffi c i n  any of the rel evan t 
areas .  Th ere was no mi l i t ary acti vi ­

t y " .  

Shades o f  Kaikoura ! ( 14 ) . The E l ectra 

pi lot finds such explanations , unde rstand­

ab ly , mos t  unsat i s factory . Further i nve s t i ­

gat ion s uggests that a comme r c i a l  pas s enger 

ai rcraft bound for C a i rns , was paced by a 

UFO , that n igh t , and that a g round obs e rver 

at Boona , wes t  o f  B r i sban e , a l so reported a 

s ight i ng ( 1 5 ) . 

The I n t e l l i gence O f f i ce r  who submi tted 

the fol lowing report to Canberra was rea l ly 

j us t  " whi st l i ng i n  the wi nd" when he sug­

ges ted an exp l anat ion for a close encounter 

with a UFO on the groun d , on November 1 1 , 
�9 7 7 , in the Barossa Va l l ey , South Aus t ral i a . 

He wrot e : "My gue ss i s  that i t  was a set 

of orange reversi ng l i gh t s, probabl y on the 



UFOs AND THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE 

rear of a l arge Ameri can car ( ! !  - B . C . ) " .  
The report d i d  not f i n d  i t s  way i nto the 

19 7 7  S ununary . 

A We s t  Aus tr a l i an coup l e  were c ampe d  on 

a roads i de between farms , o f f  S eppe l t s f i e l d  

Roa d  a n d  about 3A o f  a mi le i n  f rom the 

Nuri ootpa/Tanunda Roads ( SA )  . 

The ma l e  w i tn e s s  recorde d the event in 

his di ary f rom wh i ch I quot e : 

" I t  was the 2 squ are orange l i gh ts 
wi th a ban d  of gl owi ng gol d  l i gh t  
s t rai gh t across t h e  t op . Then the 

2 orange l i gh ts s e emed to merge 
( almos t )  i n to ( e ach o th er) , then 

back to squares wi th a dark obj ect 
crossing on e of them ,  just l ike a 
person across a wi ndow ( !  - B . C . ) . 
Lat er 2 red spots ( on e  i n  e ach 
orange squ are) j u s t  l ike an exhaus t .  
Lat er i t  al l wen t  ou t l ike a l i gh t  
and then I s aw a pal e gl ow as i f  
i t  was movi ng across t h e  fi el d .  
I t  appeared t o  b e  200/300 feet 
away , the gol d l i gh t  40 ' wi de and 
2 '  deep , the orange squares 3 '  to 

4 '  square . Aft er abou t  25 s econds 
I cal l ed ( h i s wi fe - B . C. )  to 

watch i t .  She came o u t  of the van . . . " 

H e r  s tory fol lows : 

" Ou t s i de i n  the near di s t ance be­
t we en trees e ach s i de of the 

track there appe ared to be an 
object whi ch s eemed to fi l l  

t h e  space b e t ween thes e same 

- -
1 1 \ \  l l \ \ \ \ \ ' 

t rees . . . After vi ewing thi s s trange 

set of l i gh t s  for a few s econds , 
every thi ng wen t bl ack , as i f  a 
swi tch h ad been t u rn ed off . . .  Then 

in a wes t erl y direc t i on across 

the skyl i n e  at the top of the 
fi el d ,  there appeared a pal e  bl ue­
grey l i gh t , wi de at fi rs t , then 

gradual l y  & fai rl y  quickl y moving 

wes t & dimi n i shing i n  si ze l ike 
a ribbon of l i ght , n arrowi ng as 

i t  final l y  faded out " . 

He r h usband des cr ibed the end of h i s  ob­

s e rvat ion as fo llows : 

"Area wen t  bl ack and one or two 

s econ ds l ater a bl u i sh-gre y ribbon 

of l i ght fl owed hori zon tal l y  across 

the fi el d i n  a wes t direction and 
gradual l y  faded out " . 

Although there are no RAAF f i le ho ldings 

on the Valen t i ch i n c i dent ( 16 ) , 1 9 7 8 was a 

b umper year , the Summary for that year l i s t ­

i ng 1 1 8  report s .  Space prec l udes me f rom 

des cribi ng too many , but b ri e f ly some o f  the 

h igh l igh ts we re an extraordinary phe nomenon 

s een i n  a cane field east of Mandurana , 

Queen s land , for three hours on December 6 ;  

a " UFO s i gh t ing" by crew on HMAS Adroit on 

Apr i l  1 1 ; an apparent " el ectromagne t i c" case 

north o f  Goulburn , N SW , on October 2 2 , whi ch 

le ft the speedo indicator broken , and a 

"dayl i gh t  disc" s ee n  near Lave rton Air Force 

Base on De cember 2 7 * . 

*These and other reports f rom RAAF UFO f i les 

wi l l  be the s ub j ect o f  future a rt icles . 

BAROSSA VA LLE Y , 1 9 7 7  
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A taxi drive r  in Wave l l  H e i gh t s , Asp l ey , 

Queen s l an d , a lmost to uched a UFO , on the 

n igh t o f  Octobe r 1 0 , 19 7 8 . At about 10 

p . m . , whi le driving th rough Spen ce Rd , he 

s aw "a very bri gh t , whi t e  object ( l i t  up 
from the i n si de ,  no l i gh t s  on the ou t si de) ". 

" I t  l ooked l i ke a mini -bu s,  moving 
from my ri gh t  si de acro ss the fron t 

of me to the l eft . I though t  i t  

was goi ng i n to a garage . A t  thi s 
t i me i t  was 60 me t re s  ahead of me . 

" When i t  came in fron t of my head­
l i gh t s, I saw it had no wheel s. I 
stopped my car abou t  2 me t re s  from 

i t .  Then I got o u t of my car abou t  
2 me tre s from i t .  Then I go t ou t 

of my car and wat ched i t  as i t  pas­
sed by sl owl y .  I t  was l i t  up i n ­
si de and o u t si de extremel y bri gh t ­
l y  - a whi t e  met al l i c col our. It 
had a dri vin g  seat , i n st rumen t s  
and T- shaped st eeri ng wheel . I 
coul dn ' t  see an y l i gh t  fi t t i ngs 

i n si de or ou t si de . 

" In fact i t  was movi ng so slowl y 
that I t ri ed to to uch i t .  I t  was 
at thi s t i me that I heard a sort 

of s. s ssss noi se and the l i gh t s  
wen t ou t .  It speeded up and qui ck­

l y  di s appeared. The si gh t ing 
l ast ed abo u t  30 seconds" . 

ASPLE Y I 1 9 7 f:j 

I recent ly spoke to the wi tness and 

con f i rmed the account as g i ven in the RAAF 
report . He did e l aborate fo r me on the 

on e provocat ive det a i l  mi s s ing f rom the re­

port - a drive r  for the "mi ni -bus" UFO . 

There was none ! 

Another " unknown " was obs e rved by two 

women dri ving on the Heathcoate Road be­

twee n  the we i r  and the Menai turn-o f f  

a t  about 9 . 30 p . m . , o n  October 2 9 , 19 7 8 . 
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I t  w a s  f i rs t  obs e rved s ome 500 f e e t  away a t  

about t h e  s ame a l t i tude . T h e  ob j e ct was 

shaped l ike two s aucers on edge , but es­

sentia l ly a very l arge dark d i s c  shape . It 

had what appeared to be four or f ive port­

holes . Light was coming f rom thes e , a l ­

though o n e  h a d  " something i n  t h e  way " - a 

shadow or s i lhoue t t e ?  Two l igh t s  l ike spot­

l i ghts we re dire cted downwards f rom the UFO . 

When the coup l e  s topped th e i r  car , the ob j ect 

moved about l O O  feet towards th em . It s top­

ped brie fly , then moved c los e r , a further 

50 feet . It f i na l ly moved a further 5 0  feet , 

stopped very b r i e f ly an d then f l ew o f f  to­

wards Engadine . 

,, , , , , , ,  l t \ f f 1 i , i i H \ , , , , , , , 1 1  
,,, , , , , , , ,, , , 

,,, , , ,  , ,, , , ,  � � ...... ' ',, � � � � 

\_ o <i) o � � � I 11  I "" 
I I I I I I \ \ ' '  • "  ' '  , . . .. ' "  ' ' . ' . 

HEATHCOATE ROA D ,  1 9 7 8  

On J anuary 7 ,  1 9 79 , at Redhead , NSW , a 

ten year o ld g i r l  was woken up by an ex tra­

ordi nary disp l ay . At about 4 a . m . , a ve ry 

bright wh i te c i rcular ob j e ct , wi th a sma l l  

c i rcular piece attached i n  the centre , f i r s t  

appeared then s topped . A second ob j ect ap­

proached from beh ind the f i rs t , c i rc l ing 

and then s toppi ng a l ong s ide it . The f i rs t  

ob j e c t  then took o f f  again , stopped . The 

s econd ob j e ct repeated the above movement . 

Th i s  mot ion cont inued on back and forth , fo r 

s ome 30 minutes , as the ob j ects moved in a 

north- south d i rect ion . 

Both ob j ec t s  appeared to stop , s i de by 

s i de , ove r the neighbouring garage . Four 

beams o f  mi s ty wh i t e  l ight came from the 

obj ects to the groun d  and lit up the area 

" l i ke mi dday" fo r a period o f  approximately 

ten minutes . Th e beams f i n a l ly went out 

and both ob j ec t s  d i s appeared from view in 

the north north-we s t . 

The ch i l d  h ad watched the who l e  disp l ay 

from her bed by the window , for some l O O  
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minute s , too f r i gh tened to c a l l h er pare n t s . 

After the obj ec t s  had gone , the g i r l  to l d  

h e r  parents . She was vis ib ly shaken by the 

expe rience and her mother h ad to s l eep w i th 

h e r  for the rema i nder o f  the n i gh t . The 

g i r l s l ept with h e r  father for the fo l l ow­

ing two n ight s . 

Th i s  sma l l  s e l e c t ion more than adequat e ly 
an f i rms the impre s s ion that a lthough the 

maj or i ty of c as e s  inve s t i g at e d  by the RAAF 

a re mi s i de nt i f i cat ions o f  pros a i c  phe nome n a , 

t h e i r  f i l e s  do h o l d  v a l i d  " unknown s" , that 

des e rve furthe r  i nves t igat ion . However the 

RAAF os tens ib ly l ack the faci l i t i es an d/or 

the i n c l i nat ion to conduct worthwh i l e  in­

ves t iga t ions o f  these provocat i ve event s  

( 1 7 )  • 

PART 5 - IS THERE A COVER- UP ?  

The que s t ion a s  t o  whe th e r  the RAAF i s  

" coveri ng- up" i t s  UFO inve s t igat ions is a 

d i f f i cult one to reso lve to everyone s  s at is ­

fact ion . The 1 9 6 6  internal De fence Minute 

P apers ( ment ioned at length i n  P a rt 3)  spec­

i f i ca l ly addres s  thems e l ve s  to th i s  point . 

Re ferences in them are di f f i cu l t  to recon­

c i l e  w i th a " co ver- up" s cenario , i . e . : 

" . . .  We on l y  fost er the i ncorrect 
(but neverthel e ss wi del y hel d) 

bel i ef tha t we have mu ch vi tal in­
forma t ion to h i de " . 

" Three of these fi l e s are cl as­
si fi ed , two of whi ch a re secre t 
a l though there appea rs to be noth­
ing on the fi l e s con si st en t wi th 
thi s cl a ssi fi ca t i on " . 

The s e  quotat ions s eem to refer to a s i t­

uat ion other than a soph i s t i c ated cove r- up 

prog ram . 

Wh i l e there are a large number o f  provo­

cative c la ims wh i ch are s ugge st ive of cove r­

up activi t ie s * , th i s  repo rt is addres s ed to 

the f i l e s  examined by the autho r du ring 

January , 1 9 8 2 . 

As al ready s t a ted , I was pe rmi t ted a com­

plete ly open review o f  the RAAF/Departmen t 

o f  De fence UFO f i les made ava i lab le to me . 

The exis tence o f  s e l f  c r i t i c a l  and provoca-

* The author wi l l  examine the case , for and 

aga i n s t  a " cove r-up "  in a future report . 

t ive data in the RAAF documents I was abl e  

t o  examine d i re c t ly , at C anberra , i s  a pow­

erful argumen t  that the RAAF is qui te ope n  

about thei r  UFO i nves t igation s , a t  l e a s t  to 

with in the norma l l imits of typical gove rn­

men t  bureauc racy . F urther s ti l l ,  the fact 

I was al lowed s uch a direct on- s i te review 

o f  the f i l e s  and tha t  fur th er s uch reviews 

by mys e l f of the remaining f i les are being 

organ i sed , are s igni f ican t  i t ems o f  evidence 

for an open po l i cy rather than s upport for 

a " cover-up "  s cenario . It is a l so s igni f i ­

c a n t  t h a t  my o f f i c i a l ly sanct ioned f i le re­

view even took p lace prior to the imminent 

promulgation of the Freedom o f  I n forma tion 

Act . The wording o f  the Aus t ra l i an Act i s  

s uch that a h i gh leve l  " cove r-up "  program 

wou l d  be ensured i ts permanency , and a t  

worst wou l d  be o n l y  exposed with amb i guous , 

f ragmentary d i s c losures ( 1 8 ) . F i na l ly , the 

i de a  of a h i gh l eve l " cover-up "  prog ram , 

s e ems a l i t t le inappropriate in a s i tuat ion 

whe re even the author i ty i nve s ted with the 

respon s ib i l i ty o f  carry i ng out the program , 

seems somewhat d i s abled by an i n ab i l i ty to 

satis facto r i ly o rgan i s e  and locate i t s  own 

f i les on the ma tter ( a  prob lem , wh i ch I 

might add , i s  sha red by many c ivi l ian UFO 

re search groups ) . 

CONCLUSION 

I t  wou l d  certai n ly s eem that a who l e  new 

vi s ta of opennes s  on the part of the RAAF 

has un fo lded . Prior to my vi s i t , an o f f i c­

ial ly s anct ioned review o f  gove r nmen t  UFO 

f i l e s  by a private UFO researcher , would 

have seemed inconce ivab l e . Howeve r , the 

door has f i na l ly been opened and l e f t  a j ar . 

My review has a l lowed a de tai led picture 

o f  the RAAF UFO i nvest igat ions to eme rge . 

Th i s  has been imposs ib le to provide unt i l  

now . Furthe r f i l e examinat ions a re now be­

i.ng o rgun i s ed . 

Th i s  prel iminary review i ndicates that the 

RAAF a re probab ly as con fused and uncertain , 

as many c ivil ian res earch groups , on wha t  

t o  d o  about provocative UFO s ight ings . The 

RAAF have been locked into a bureauc rat i cal­

ly orchestrated respon s ibi l i ty , wh i ch , the 

reviewed f i les s ugge s t , has long s ince been 

determined to be a was te of t ime , but is con­

t inued as a s e rvice to the general publ i c . 

I n  the ma in , the RAAF UFO investigations 

have s e rved the i r  pub l i c a l ly s ta ted purposes . 
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Th at i s , they may h ave a ll ayed pos s ib l e  

f e a r  and a l arm b y  t h e  gen e ra l  pub l i c  and 

s a t i s f ied the gove rnme n t  that there is no 

apparent de fence imp l ications . 

However , based upon my review o f  the 

RAAF UFO f i l e s  during January , 1 9 8 2 , past 

research into RAAF inve s t i gations , my own 

inve s t igations o f  UFO reports an d those of 

other i nd ividua l s  and g roups , there i s  a 

res i due o f  provocat ive reports that s ur­

vive s  the gaun t let of both o f fi cia l and civ­

i l i an inves t igation . I be l i eve it is time 

that the RAAF went beyond i t s  current l im­

ited brie f ,  wh i ch l e aves it s sma l l  res idue 

of " unknown " or " unexp l ained" reports un­

reso l ve d .  I th i nk i t  i s  t ime f o r  t h e  RAAF 

to abandon i t s  " unneces sari ly rigid an d 

un imag i na t i ve "  approa ch ( to quote an 

abr i dge DP R ' s  s ubmi s s ion to DAF I in 1 9 6 6 )  

a n d  openly co-ope rate a n d  s upport the 

e f forts of those c i v i l ian groups that re­

search and i nves t igate UFO s igh t i ng reports 

in a re spons ib le an d s c i en t i f i c  way . Th e 

Aus t ra l ian Centre for UFO Studies * promotes 

th is sort of approach . I t  recogn i s e s  that 

the RAAF has expe rt i s e  appropriate to eva l ­

uating part o f  t h e  phenomena genera l ly re-

*The Aus tral i an Centre for UFO Studies c an 

be contacted by wr i t i ng to : PO Box 2 2 9 , 

P rospect , SA 5 0 8 2 , AUSTRALIA . 
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garded as " UFOs " , however , the Centre and 

many of its s i s te r  organ i s ations overseas , 

have th e capa city to en l i s t  and d i rect 

mean ingfu l  inves t i gat ions of the re s i due o f  

reports that the RAAF seemi n g ly pre fers to 

i gnore . Sat i s fac tory resolut ion o f  the UFO 

con trove rsy cou l d  be as s i s ted i f  o f f i c i a l  

an d respons ib l e  c i vi l ian groups al ike , co­

operated mo re closely . In th j s  way , the re­

s i due of provocative reports we l abe l " un­

exp l a i ned" may eventua l ly be resolved as 

someth ing pros a i c  or even some thing much 

mo re interes t i ng . 
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1 9 78" ,  F l y i n g S a u c e r Rev i ew ,  p g s . 1 2  - 1 8 ,  Vo l . 2 6 ,  No .  I ,  
1 9 80 .  

( 1 5 )  P e r son a l commun i c a t i on f rom Co l i n  P h i 1 1  i ps ,  P res i den t  o f  
U F O  Re s e a r ch ( Q i d ) . S e e  a l so AC U FO S  f i l e s . 

( 1 6 )  Se e , fo r e xamp l e ,  C h a l k e r ,  W . C . , "V a l e n t i c h - B a s s  S t r a i t 
( Aus t r a l i a ) A f f a i r " ,  i b i d . , ( 8 ) , p g s . 3 79 - 3 80 ; K i l l e: y ,  
Ke v i n  f., Le s t e r ,  G a r y , ' 'T h e  Dc v i  h Me r i d i a n " , L e � t c r ­
Tow n s e n d  Pub I i s h i r o g , 1 9 80 . 

( 1 7 ) I b i d  ( 6 ) . 

( 1 8 ) See F re e dom o f  I n fo rma t i on B i  1 1 1 9 8 1 , F re e dom o f  I n fo r ­
ma t i on B i  I I - B a c k g rou n d  No t e s  - A t t o r n e y - Ge n e r a l ' s 
De pa r t me n t  & F ree dom o f  I n fo rma t i on Re po r t  by t he Se n a t e  
S t an d i n g Comm i t t ee o n  Con s t i t u t i on a l  a n d  Lega l A f f a i r s 
on t h e  F reedom o f  l n fo rma t i on B i  1 1  1 9 7 8 , a n d  a s pe c t  o f  
t he A r ch i v e s  B i  1 1  1 9 7 8 .  

THE RAA F FI LES 
BY BIL L  

S ince J anuary , 1 9 8 2 , I have been undertak­

ing the f i rs t  direct c i v i l i an examinat i on 

o f  the RAAF UFO f i les ever a l lowed . Now , 

a f t e r  three vis i t s  to the Rus s e l l  O f f i ces 

of the Depa rtment of De fence i n  C anberra 

( name ly , J anua ry 1 1- 1 4 , May 7 and June 4 ,  

19 8 2 )  . I wi l l  s umma r i s e  the res ul t s  o f  

these exercises t o  date . 

1 .  Mo re than 1 , 0 00 reports were examined . 

2 .  A tot a l  o f  5 3  f i les have been examined . 

4 6  " s igh t i n g "  f i l e s  cove red by 2 separate 

f i le s e ri e s  and re lat ing t o  th e years 

1 9 5 5  t o  19 8 1 . ( On ly 3 f i l e s  re l a t ing to 

events in about 1 9 7 4  to 1 9 7 5  rema i n  to 

be e xamine d , howeve r ,  mos t  of the more 

i n t e res t ing " unknown s " f rom this sma l l  

period have a l ready been a cqui red e . g .  

19 7 3  - N . W . Cape and 19 7 5  - Brisb an e  

pre c ip itate event a n d  N ebo a r e a  g rave l 

p i t  phys i c a l  t race c a s e ) . 7 " enqui ry " 

f i les cove red by 2 s eparate f i l e  s e r i e s  

and relat i n g  t o  mat e r i a l  f rom 1 9 6 6  to 

1 9 8 1 . 

3 .  The " Unus ual Ae r i a l  S igh t ings " ( UAS ) s um­

mar ies for 19 7 8 ,  19 79 and 1 9 80 were made 

avai l ab le for the f i r s t  t ime du ring the 

CH A L KER 

January , 1 9 8 2 , v i s i t . Th is provi ded the 

f i r s t  occas ion that RAAF/De fence Depart­

ment s ummaries have been avai l ab le for 

the years th rough 1960 to 1 9 80 . 

4 .  During my May , 19 82 , v i s i t  I h ad to s i gn 

a s tatement ensuring the con f i dent i a l i ty 

o f  wi tnes s e s . I t  was c l ari fied w i th the 

D i re ctorate o f  Air Force I n te l l igence 

( DAF I )  that th i s  o n ly app l i ed to events 

i n  whi ch witnesses reported deta i l s  i n  

con f i den ce a n d  n o t  to reports t h a t  we re 

s ub j e c t  to pub l i c i ty in wh i ch n ames were 

pub l i c  knowledge . 

5 .  I was ab le to make a detai led s ummary o f  

the RAAF reports o n  f i le from 1 9 5 5  to 

1 9 59 , thereby providi ng, for the f i rst 

t ime , a comp l e te s ummary l i s t ing , from 

l ate 19 5 5  right th rough to 1 9 80 . 

6 .  I was a l lowed a completely open review o f  

al l 5 3  f i les , howeve r , s ubsequently DAF I 

h as asked me to de l ete certain references 

wh i ch have been o f  a non-s igh t ing n ature . 

7 .  I h ave been den ied acces s to only 3 fi les 

wh i ch os ten s ib ly con s t i tute the total 

holdings of one f i le series en t i t led 

2 9  
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" Inves tigat ion o f  F lying S auce r Pol i cy " , 

apparently cove ring mat e r i a l f rom 1 9 5 3  

to date . The reason given for th i s  

den i a l  o f  a c c e s s  revo l ved around t h e  

princip le t h a t  they a r e  " po l i cy "  f i les 

and do not con t a i n  s i gh t i ng report s . 

Howeve r ,  i t  was det e rmined that at least 

the f i rs t  f i l e  o f  th i s  s e ries , appeared 

to be a con fus ion of mi s ce l l aneous docu­

ment ation , l e t t e rs , po l i cies , e t c . 

During my June , 1 9 82 , vis i t  the DAF I in­

t e l l igence L i aison O f f i ce r  ( I LO) , showed 

me the 3 f i les in que s t ion and al lowe d 

me acce s s  and cop i es to part icular fo l ios 

( or part s )  of the f i l e , a ft e r  I had iden­

t i f i e d  them and he had vetted the i tems 

for c learan ce . Pos s ib le future d i rect 

a cce s s , to at least the f i rs t  o f  3 f i l e s  

ment ioned here , is s t i l l  be ing negot i ated 

8 .  A ma j or dis cove ry i n  the f i rs t  o f  these 

"po l i cy "  f i l e s  was the so- cal led " Report 

on ' F lyi ng S au ce rs ' "  h i th erto unk nown to 

resear chers . Thi s  do cument w as written 

by H .  Turne r , M . S c . i n  late 1 9 5 4 . 

Turne r , o f  the Aus t ra l i an S c i en t i fi c  

L i a i son O f f i ce , a un i t  o f  the th en 

B r i t i sh Commonwea lth S c i en t i fi c  O f f i ce , 

in London , Eng land , was at the t ime �� 
at Me lbourne Un i ve rs i ty .  DAF I arranged 

to h ave 2 DAF I " f lying s auce r "  f i les 

p l aced at h i s  dispo s a l  for ana lys i s . 

O f  part i cu l a r  interes t i s  the fact that 

the report inc ludes a de t a i l ed t abu l a r  

s ummary o f  the DAF I /RAAF " f lying s auce r "  

repo rts f rom 1 9 5 0  t o  1 9 5 4 . The Turner 

report , in part , conc luded : " The evide n ce 

presented by the reports h e l d  by RAAF 

tend to s uppo rt the . . .  conc lus ion . . .  that 

ce rtain s t range a i rcraft h ave been ob­

s e rved to beh ave in a manne r s ugge s ti ve 

o f  extra- t e rre s tr i al origin " .  

9 .  For the f i rs t  t ime an a lmos t  " complete " 

p i ct u re o f  the RAAF i nvo lvement i n  the 

UFO cont rove rsy c an be provided f rom the 

pe riod 19 50 to 19 8 1  based on : 

1 9 50 to 1 9 5 4  - The 1 9 5 4  T urne r Report ; 

19 5 5  to 19 5 9  - personal s ummary o f  RAAF 

f i les and pe rs onal f i le 

review ; 

1 9 6 0  to 1 9 80 - RAAF UAS S ummar i es and 

person a l  f i l e  reivew . 

lO . Furthe r  DAF I f i le s earches are be ing 
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unde rt aken to un cover other f i les . At 

this st age on ly 2 other known f i le series 

remain to be e xami ned .  Both o f  these ap­

pear to be re l ated to 1 9 5 0 s  f i les . Thes e  

a re s t i l l  " lo s t "  pos s ib ly i n  De fence 

Arch ives , howeve r , attempts a re s t i l l  

cont inuing to locate them . 

1 2 . I n format ion about many h i therto unknown 

i n c i dents of va lue we re obt ai ned , e . g . : 

1 9 5 6  - Tamba r  Springs , NSW , close encoun­

t e r  o f  more than five minutes dur­

at ion . 

19 5 7  - Radar and visual event i nvolving 

Met . radar at Hob art and ATC at 

Laun ces ton in Tasman i a . 

1 9 5 8  - Day l i gh t  s ight ing at Wu lkuraka , 

Qld , viewed th rough theodo l i t e  

- mul t iple witness - UFO in RAAF 

con t ro l  zone o f  Ambe r l ey - con f i rm­

ed " unknown " . 

1 9 59 - B u rren Jun ction , NSW - c lose en­

counte r  i nvo lving po l icemen - l an d­

ing event relate d .  

1 9 6 0  - USAF a i rcraft UFO encoun t e r  near 

Cressy ( ! ! ) .  

1 3 . Det a i l e d  i n fo rmat ion was obtained on many 

" cl as s i c "  cases , e . g . : 

1 9 5 9  - Risdon , Hobart , Tasmani a  - day l i gh t  

dis c .  

1 9 5 9  - P apua s igh t i ngs inc luding Gi l l  re­

port . 

1 9 60 - C ressy s ighting . 

1 9 6 3  - Wi l low Grove/Moe - c lose encoun te r . 

1 9 6 4  - Groote Eyl andt " EM" case . 

1 9 6 6  - Tully l an ding . 

1 9 6 8 - Hey fi eld " l anding " . 

19 7 1 - Too l i g i e  H i l l  " trace " . 

1 9 7 2  - Moorooduc Road - c lose en counter . 

19 7 3  - Kimb a " en t i ty "  report . 

19 80 - Ros edale " landing " . 
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1 4 .  A pre l iminary repo rt appe ared in the 

UFO Research Aus t ra l i a  News letter 

( UFORAN ) in three parts , Vo . 3  Nos . 2 ,  3 

and 4 ,  ( March-Apri l ,  May-Jun e  and July 

-Augus t ,  19 8 2 ) . Anot h e r  art i c le wi l l  

appear i n  " Omega S c i e n c e  Diges t "  i n  the 

September-October , 1 9 8 2 , i s s ue . 

1 5 . A comprehens ive report i s  i n tende d  for 

the n at iona l UFO Con ference ( UFOCON 7 )  
a t  Hobart , early i n  1 9 8 3 . 

1 6 . Furth er pape rs wi l l  be pub l ished as they 

become ava i l ab le , e . g . : 

The Drury UFO f i lm a f f ai r .  

The RAAF and UFOs - i s  the re a cover-up ?  

The s e  art i c l e s  w i l l  be c irculated for 

pub l i cat ion in UFORAN , Journa l  o f  the 

Aus tral i an Cent re for UFO S tudies , FS R ,  

MUFON UFO Journa l and the APRO Bul le t i n . 

1 7 . A ful l e r  treatment o f  the RAAF i nvo lve­

ment in the UFO con t rove rsy w i l l  be 

pub l ished whe n  it i s  complete d .  

AUTHOR ' S  NOTE : On July 1 3 , the Director o f  

I nt e l l igence and S ec ur i ty , for the Navy , 

re leased a copy o f  the document on the f am­

ous Nowra radar- vi sual event i nvo lv i ng a 

naval pi lot on Augus t 3 1 ,  1 9 5 4 . 

BILL CH ALKE R ,  S CIE NTIFIC C ONSULT AN T , 

AUS T R ALI AN CE NTRE FOR U F O  STUDIES , 

JUL Y , 1 9 8 2 . 

AN A TO Z OF UFO EXPLANATIONS 
( BY P AUL & C AS S AN D R A S O WI AK - RUDE J) 

C O NT I N UED FROM PREV I O US I SS UE :  

Thi s arti cl e i s  not i n t ended to represen t an exha u sti ve l i st of a l l  po ssibl e or proposed 

expl ana t i on s  for UFO acti vi t y ,  b u t  i s  desi gned to show somet hi ng of the range and na t ure 

of the sol u ti on s  tha t vari o u s  re searchers, a u thors etc. ha ve con si dered . If i t  open s 
peopl e s '  minds, or sti mu l a te s  them to exami ne the e vi dence , i t  ha s ful fi l l ed i t s  purpose . 

THE BEE CONCEPT - P roposed  by : Ge ra l d  Hea rd . Con cep t : The ove ra l l pa t t e rn o f  
U FO a c t i v i t y resemb l es t ha t  o f  a beeh i ve .  We may b e  ma k i n g too mu ch of  a m i n d ­
l es s  o rde r t h a t  i s  pe rhaps  i t s e l f  o rgan i sed  b y  ano t h e r  i n t e l l i gen ce . Sou rce : 
Kee 1 , J .  op . c i t .  

CIA COLD WAR TACTIC - P roposed  by : D r  Z .  Dav i dson . Con ce p t : The C I A  i s  de l i b ­
e ra t e l y  c rea t i ng t hese  even t s  as  a d i ve rs i ona ry t a c t i c  i n  t he co l d  wa r .  Sou rce : 
Kee l , J .  op . c i t .  

CONTROL SYSTEM - P reposed  by : J acq ues V a 1 1  ee . Con cep t : U FOs cou 1 d be gene ra ted  
e i t he r by ou r s ub con s c i o u s , o r  by an  ET i n t e l l i ge n ce . I n  bot h  cases , t h e i r pu rpose  i s  cu l ­
t u ra l  man i pu l a t i on ,  wh i ch i s  a ch i eved  by t he c rea t i on of  my t h s , and  t he co r res pond i n g change  
i n  man ' s  be l i e fs . The a c t i v i t y occ u rs i n  p a t t e rn s  rem i n i s cen t o f  S k i n ne r ' s  i r reve r s i b l e  
l ea rn i n g cu rves  - pe r i od i c  a n d  un p red i c t ab l e .  Th i s  s y s tem ha s  i n f l uen ce d  man k i n d i n  t he  
pa s t , a nd  i s  do i ng so now ; t he p resen t t rend  s ugges t s  t ha t  U FOs may be re l a ted  to  t he  next  
re l i g i on to be foun ded . So u rce : " U FO s : The Psych i c  So l ut i on" , J .  Va l l ee ,  Pan t he r , UK , 1 9 7 7 .  

CRITTERS - P roposed  by : T revo r Con s t ab l e .  Con ce p t : U FOs a re an i ma l s l i v i ng i n  t he 
e t he r above E a r t h . They can t a ke any  fo rm o r  den s i ty t h a t  t hey choose , a nd  ope ra te  on " b i o  
ene rgy ' ' .  They a re pa r t  o f  a ba t t l e  now be i ng cond u cted  be tween t he fo rces o f  good , rep res ­
e n t e d  by  E t he rean be i n g s , a n d  ev i l ,  rep resen ted  b y  Ah r i man , t he t h i rd a n d  f i na l  ev i l i n ca r­
n a t i on f a t ed fo r Ea r t h . Th i s  ev i l fo rce w i  1 1  d rag man down i n to mat e r i a l  i sm and  away f rom 
o u r  t r ue des t i ny .  So u r ce : "The Cosm i c P u l s e  of L i fe" , T .  Con s t a b l e ,  Me r l i n  P re s s , USA , 1 9 76 . 

CLARION AND OTHER HIDDE N PLANETS - P ropo sed  by : As so r ted  con t actees  e t c . 
Con ce p t : U FOs come f rom anot he r i n h ab i t ed  p l ane t , wh i ch we have neve r d i s cove red because  
i t  i s  pe rman e n t l y  h i dden , beh i nd t he s un fo r i n s t a n ce . Th i s  o the r  c i v i l i z a t i on i s  u s ua l l y  
c l a i med  t o  be f a r be t te r  t h an ou rs , and  wou l d  l i ke to he l p  u s  reach a s i m i l a r l eve l o f  
pea ce an d h a rmony . Sou rce : " U FO s  and  The i r M i s s i on I mpos s i b l e" ,  C .  W i l son , Wo r l d  o f  T r ut h  
P ro d u c t i on s , Aus t ra l i a ,  1 9 74 .  

To be cont i nued . . .  
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P SIUFO PHE NOME NA : A STUDY OF U FOs AND THE PARANORMAL 

By Mark Moravec 

PS I U FO P h enomen a  a re t h o s e  c a s e s  wh e re U FO an d t h e  P a rano rma l P h enomena a P P a rent l Y  o v e r l a P .  

I n c l u d e d  in t h i s d e f in i t i o n  a re c a s e s  wh i c h  a l  l e� e d i Y  inv o l v e ment a l commun i c a t i on s ; P o l t e r­

� e i s t s , a P P a r i t i on s , h e a l in� s , � h o s t l i� h t s  and t ime l a P s e s / " a b d u c t i on s " . S in c e  mY f i rs t  

P a P e r o n  PS I U FO P h enomena w a s  P re s en t e d  i n  19 79 a t  S Y dn e Y ' s U FOCON 4 ,  I h a v e  b e en e n� a� e d  

i n  c o l l e c t in� t o� e t h e r  an d a n a i Y s in� t h e  r e l e v an t  A u s t r a l i an r e P o r t s . Th e re s u l t s o f  t h is 

re s e a r c h  h a v e  now b e e n  P ub l i s h e d  b Y  t h e  A u s t r a l i an C en t r e  f o r U FO S t u d i e s  in 137- P a� e  d o c u­

m e n t  t i t l e d ,  " PS I U FO P h e nomen a : A S t u d Y  o f  UFO s  an d t h e  P a r an o rma l " . 

Wh a t , in b r i e f , d o e s t h e  re P o r t  c on t a in ?  

De f in i t i on s  an d c a s e  e x am P l e s o f  U FO c a s e s  invo l v in� ment a l  commun i c a t ions , P o l t e r� e i s t s , 

a P P a r i t i on s , h e a l in�s , � h o s t l i�h t s , t ime l a P s e s a n d  " ab d u c t i ons " . 

A c a t a l o � u e  an d an a l Y s is o f  88 A u s t r a l i an c a s e s , w i t h  P a rt i c u l a r emP h a s i s on c a s e re l i a ­

b i l i t Y .  

An o u t l ine o f  h i s t o r i c a l an d � e o� r a P h i c a l t ren d s . 

An e x am in a t io n  o f  n a t u ra l P h enom e n a  s u c h  a s  b a l  I l i� h t n in� an d e a rt h q u a k e  l i� h t s  wh i c h  m a Y  

b e  r e s P o n s i b l e  f o r  s ome r e P o rt s . 

Th e r e l e v an c e  o f  h Y Pn o s i s , a l t e re d  s t a t e s  o f  cons c io u s n e s s  an d o t h e r  P S Y c h o l o� i c a l P ro c e s s e s . 

H ow t o  P ro P e r l Y  in v e s t i� a t e  PS I U FO P h enomena , inc l u d in� s P e c ia l is e d  q u e s t ionn a i re s  f o r  t h e  

inv e s t  i�a t o r . 

A r e P o r t e v a l u a t ion s Y s t em wh i c h  r a t e s  r e P o rt s  on t h e  b as i s o f  d o c ument a t ion l e v e l , t im e  

l a P s e  b e f o r e in v e s t i� a t ion , w i tn e s s  c re d ib i l i t y , s u P P o r t i v e  P h Y s i c a l e v i d en c e  an d s t r an�e­

n e s s . 

N a t u ra l c a u s e s  o f  P o l t e r� e i s t  an d h a un t in� e f f e c t s . 

T h e  P o s s i b l e  e x P l an a t i on s : P s Y c h o l o� i c a l ,  P a r an o rma l o r  e x t r a t e r r e s t r ia l ?  

S u�� e s t e d  d i re c t i on s  f o r  f u t u re re s e a r c h . 

T h e  imP l i c a t i o n s  o f  PS I UFO P h enom e n a  o n  o u r  un d e rs t a n d i n� o f  an oma l i e s , t h e  h uman m in d  a n d  

t h e  wo r l d  a t  l a r� e . 

T h e  a im o f  mY re P o r t  w a s  n o t  t o  me r e l Y  � i v e  a d ry c a t a l o � u e  o f  c a s e  s umm a r i e s , b u t t o  d i s ­

c u s s  in d e t a i l s u ch i s s u e s  a s  t h e  P o s s ib l e  e x P l an a t i on s  f o r PS I U FO P h enomena ; t h e  P ro b l ems 

f a c in� t h e  i n v e s t i� a t o r  wh o P ro b e s  t h e s e  o f t e n c omP l e x r e P o r t s ;  an d t h e  imP l i c a t ions o f  

PS I U FO c a s e s  f o r  o u r  a t t emP t s  a t  u n d e rs t an d in� t h e  n a t u re o f  U FO an d P a r an o rma l P h enomena , 

a n d  t h e  n a t u re o f  t h e  l a r� e r r e a l i t Y  a ro un d  u s . 

(' " PS I UFO P h enomen a : A S t u d Y  o f  U FO s  a n d  t h e  P a r an o rma l "  i s  a v a i l ab l e , w i t h in A u s t ra l i a ,  

f rom : T h e A u s t ra l i an C en t r e  f o r  UFO S t u d i e s  < AC U FO S > ,  PO B o x  229 , P ro s P e c t , S o u t h  A u s t ra l i a 

5082 , a t  a c o s t  o f  $ A u s t  16 , P o s t P a i d . O u t s i d e  A u s t ra l i a ,  t h i s d o c ument can b e  P u r c h a s e d  

f rom : Th e A r c t u r u s  B o o k S e rv i c e , 163 N .  B a l l s t o n  A v e , S c o t i a , N . Y . , 12302 , U . S . A . , a t  a 

c o s t  o f  $ US 13 . 50 . 1  
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ARCTURUS BOOK S E RV I CE 

The fol l owi ng , hi gh l y  recommende d ,  pub l i ca ti ons are now avai l able from Arct u rus Book Servi ce . 

* R i gbe rg , J ames S .  TH E I NTE RNAT I ONAL FLY I NG SAU C E R  D I RECTORY . A r c t u rus Book S e r v i ce ,  1 9 82 . Ou r l a te s t  
rep roduc t i on  ( r i gh t  down t o  t he top edge s t ap l i n g ) , t h i s  i s  J i m R i gbe rg 1 s  ra re l y - s een l i s t i n g o f  boo ks , 
p ub l i ca t i on s  a n d  o rgan i za t i on s  a s  o f  1 9 56 . Won de rfu l nos t a l g i a ,  even a roach - k i l 1 i n g pot i on i n  he re .  
1 8pp , pape r w raps , a n  exa c t  rep rodu ct i on o f  t he o r i g i n a l . $ US 2 . 50 .  

* S t ren t z , He rbe r t  J .  A SURVEY  O F  P RE S S  C O V E RAG E O F  UN I DENT I F I E D F LY I NG OBJ ECTS , 1 9 47- 1 966 . Arc t u rus  
Book  Se rv i ce ,  1 9 82 .  F i rs t  h a rdcove r ,  f u l 1 - s i zed ed i t i on o f  th i s  o u t s tand i n g wo rk , wh i ch ,  now t h a t  i t  
h as been pub l i shed  has  a l ready y i e l ded a c l ue to po s s i b l e  new ev i dence of  gove rnmen t w i tho l d i n g o f  U F O  
d a t a  f rom the  pub l i c . X i i i + 34 1 pages , ha rdbound ( ve l o  b i n d i ng ) , 1 i m i ted ed i t i on o f  1 0 0 cop i e s ,  each 
n umbe re d .  A good s upp l y  s t i l l  on h an d , b u t  they 1 re go i ng fas t .  $ U S 2 4 . 50 .  

AND DON 1 T  FORG ET TH E S E  ARCTU RUS RE P R I NTS : 

*Beh ren d t , Ken . U FO P RO P U L S I ON S Y STEMS , OR I G I N S AN D P U R P O S E S . 2 0  pages , book l e t .  D i s cu s ses  p ropu l s i on 
con cep t s  i n  the  1 i gh t  o f  con t empo ra ry phys i cs .  $ US 3 . 50 .  

*G i s ho l t Mach i ne Co . THOSE  SAU C E RS . 8pp , rep rodu ct i on o f  ra re company news l e t te rs devo t ed to U FOs 
( 1 9 5 8 ) ' $ u s  1 . 50 .  

* S cu l l y .  CAP S U LE H I STO RY B E H I N D T H E  FLY I NG SAU C E RS . 2pp . 
T E CH N I CAL B R I E F I NG B EH I N D THE  FLY I NG SAUC ERS . 2 p p . 4pp  tot a l , US 50� . 

*Be th u rum . T RUMAN B ETHU RUM 1 S  P E RSONAL  S C RAPBOO K .  72 pages p l us i n t ro by R .  G i r a rd . An exa ct  rep ro d u c­
t i on  o f  the  famou s  con t a c t ee s  pe rson a l s c rapbook , the o r i g i n a l  o f  wh i ch was res c ued  f rom ob l i v i on  a f t e r  
man y  ye a r s . $ US  1 0 . 00 .  

I n  coope ra t i on w i th The Aus t ra l i an Cen t re fo r UFO S t ud i es ( AC U FOS ) , A rct u ru s  Book S e rv i ce i s  now ab l e  to  
o f fe r  t h e  en t i re p ub l i ca t i on s  1 i s t  o f  t h i s  o rgan i z at i on fo r Un i ted S t ates  cu s tome rs . 
D-1 .  Basterf1eld , Keith, compil e r .  A REFERENCE CATALCCUE OF INTERESTDIG CASES 

REPORTED TO THE CEtrTRE IN 1 978 . 1 2pp ,  stiff �<raps. $2 . 00 
D-2. • A REPORT OF OBSERVATIOtiS CF UFC:S FROI'I AIRCRA.IT CRE'Io' �ERS IN Au:>T-

RAL:rA.'"""1"980 . 12 pp , stapled wraps . $) . 00 
D-J. , AN INDEP'I"H REVIEW OF AUSTRALAS IAN  UFO RELATED ENTITY REPORTS . 1 980 .  

1 10pp , spiral bound, Superb study of 6 7  case s ,  1868-1 978 . $ 1 2 . 50 
D-4. A REF'ERENCE CATALCCUE OF INTERESI'INC CASES REPORTED TO THE CENTRE HI 1 979 , 

and AN ANALYSIS OF AUSTRALIAN-WII'€ REPORTS 1 979. 1980. 25pp, stiff wrap s .  Con­
tains Kei th Ba.sterfield ' s summa.r,y of 1979 Australian cases plus David Se argent ' s  
statistical analy!Sis o f  1979 Australian activity i n  a combined volume , $) . 50 

D-5. Moravec, Mark . THE UFO-ANnrnOPOID CATALCCUE. 1 98 0 .  J?pp, stiff �<raps. 72 
cases, 1888-1979, explored in this fine Eurvey. $4 . 50 

D-6 . Ba.sterliel d , Ke1th and Harry Gr1esberg. ABSTRACTS OF PAPERS ?RESENTED AT 
ACUFOS UFO CDNF'ERENCE 5. 1 98 0 .  14pp, stiff wraps . $ 2 . 50 

D-7. Pryt z ,  J ohn .  IN SEAilOl OF A SUBJECTs AN AUSTRALIAN SETl FRCCHAM . 1981 . 145 
�es , spiral bo un d .  $ 1 2 . 50 

D-8. • INFORMATION STORAGE AND RETRIEVAL F'OR UFOLCCISTS . 1981 . 52pp, 
stiff �<raps , staple d ,  How to set up your own infomat 1on system. $ 5 . 00 

*In di ca tes mul tipl e copies a va i l abl e . 

D-9. Basterl1eld, !Celth and Harry Griesberg . ACUFC:S YEAilLY SI.JMMARY--1980. 
1 98 1 .  17pp , st iff wraps , stapleci. Review of Australian UFO activit y ,  $ 2 . 50 

D-1 0 .  , eds . PROCEEDINGS OF THE SIXTH ANNUAL UFO CDKF'ERENCE, ADELAIDE:, SOIJI'H 
AUSTRALIA , OCT . 1 981 . 1 981 . 1 .50p:p, spiral bound. Research papers . $1) . 50  

D-1 1 .  Basterfield, Keith, compiler. A CATALCCUE OF' TH E  MORE DITER.E!lTIIC AUST­
RALIAN CLC:SE ENCOUNTERS . 1981 . 29rp, stiff �<rap s ,  stapled. $) . 50 

D- 1 2 .  Ba.sterf1eld, Ke ith and Paul Jackson. A PRELI�INARY CATALCCUE OF AUSTRALIAII 
VElliCLE INTERFERENCE CASES . 1 982 .  22pp, stiff �aap s ,  stapled. $ ) . _50 

D- 1 ) ,  ?ry t z ,  John , compil er . WHO ' S  \l!lO IN AUSTRALlAf' UFOLCC Y .  1 982. )1pp, 
stiff wraps , stapled. $ ) . 50 

D- 1 4 .  Morave c ,  Mark . PSIUFO PHE!'I?HEIIA• A STUDY OF UFC:S AllD THE PARANOR MAL .  1 98 2 ,  
1 )6pp, SJ'iral bo un d .  A study o f  C&SP.!! which toe the line betwetm UFOs and 
psychi c phenomena.  Contains an A ustralian case catalogue as well . $ 1 3 . 50 

D- 1 5 .  Basterf1eld, Ke1 th and HarrJ Criesberg . ACUi"'S "t::ARLY SUMMARY ,  1 98 1 . 1 982.  
10 �es , stiff wraps, stapled. Review of 1981 Australian UFO act ivity . $ 1 . 25 

Note 1 All of the above are now in sto ci< .  

To p u rch a s e  a n y  of  the  above pub l i ca t i on s  fo rwa rd you r  n ame , add re s s  and rem i t t a nce (US  mon i es )  to : 
A r c t u rus  Book Se rv i ce ,  1 6 3 N .  B a l l s ton  Ave , S cot i a ,  N . Y . , 1 2 30 2 , U . S . A . I  

THE C ATALOGUE O F  UFO PER I O D I CALS 

Ann o un ci ng the FIRST extensi ve Engl i sh l an guage bib l i ography of UFO peri odical s :  

+ ove r 2 80 8� " x l l "  pages long 

+ con t a i n i n g  i n fo rma t io n  on ove r 1 100 t i t l e s  o f  curre n t  and forme r  �FO period i c a l s  ( news l e t ters , j o urna l s , 

b u l l e t ins , maga z ines , et c . ) 

+ p l as t i c  b inding fo r e asy re f e rence u s e  

+ s uppleme n t s  w i th add i t ional i n fo rma t ion avai l ab le 

THE CATALOGUE OF UFO PERIODICALS 
a SAID OF SA UCERS Resea rch P ub l i ca t i on 

by 

Tom Lind 

s ugges ted re ta i l  pri ce $ us 1 4 . 9 5 
Ava i l a b l e  DIRECT from a u thor for $ US 1 2 . 50 pl us US 75� for pos tage and han dl i ng (Florida res i den ts a dd 

5% for s ta te s a l es t a x) 

* o rders and sh ipp ing outs ide the USA and Canada p l e a s e  add $ 2  
ORDER FROM : TOM LINO 

PO Bo x 7 1 1  
HOBE SOUND , FLORIDA 3 3 4 5 5  U . S . A .  

A t ten t i on UFO Booksel l ers : wri te for di s counts on l arge quan t i t y  orders . l  
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